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Where can you drink at work in west London? 


Surgeries 
to close as 
GPs reach 
meltdown 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

KENSINGTON and Chelsea is 
heading for a GP crisis - with five 
surgeries in the borough set to 
close as health chiefs warn that 
doctors “are at breaking point”. 

A survey by Londonwide Local 
Medical Committees has revealed that 
the five practices are considering clos¬ 
ing within the next three years, largely 
due to staff shortages. 

The survey revealed that Kensington 
and Chelsea is at risk of becoming the 
worst affected borough in the whole of 
London for GPs shutting up shop. 


Exciting New Flexible 
Childcare Facilities 
Now Open! 
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The D-B Club 

Breakfast Club, After school Club and School 
Holiday Club (now booking for October half Term 
and Christmas) 
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Of 23 practices in the borough that 
responded to the poll of London doc¬ 
tors in general practice, five indicated 
they were considering closing by 2019 
due to vacancies or planning contract 
termination. 

Thousands of patients in the borough 
and almost a million Londoners face 
losing their GP as the workforce crum¬ 
bles in the face of staff shortages, 
warned Dr Michelle Drage, chief exec¬ 
utive of Londonwide LMCs, following 
the survey of more than 1,300 GP prac¬ 
tices across the capital. 

“Half our practices are short of a 
member of staff, a third are missing at 
least one GP and 128 practices, cover¬ 
ing over 900,000 patients can’t rule out 
handing back the keys 
within three years,” said 
Dr Drage. 

TURN TO PAGE 3 



WARNING: Dr Michelle 
Drage, chief executive of 
the Londonwide Local 
Medical Committees, 
says thousands of 
patients in Kensington 
and Chelsea face losing 
their GP 
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_ Art of picking winners 



A MAJOR exhibition of 
the private art collection 
of "the voice of racing", 
the late Sir Peter 
O'Sullevan, will be held at 
Belgravia's Osborne 
Studio Gallery 
throughout March. 
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Borough backs Kate 

KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
council is to follow the 
lead set by the Duchess of 
Cambridge and increase 
its focus on children with 
mental health issues. The 
borough is to set up a 24- 
hour emergency helpline 
in a bid to help save the 
900 or so primary 
children in the borough 
who are at risk of a long 
life of misery. 
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Nick's fit for purpose 

KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
council leader Nick Paget- 
Brown writes this week: 

"Exercise is great - but 
have you ever noticed 
that when it comes to 
working out there is 
always a new piece of 
beastliness that promises 
to be better and tougher 
than what has gone 
before. Sometimes it can 
be good to reject the 
relentless march of new, 
harder ways, to stretch, 
mobilise the joints and 
control your breathing. 

Try chair yoga - I did and 
it was tremendous." 
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Specialists in used 

Herman Miller Aerons 
chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 
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Grow your own food, schools are told 


T HE Mayor of London, Boris 
Johnson MP, confirmed this 
week that 21 schools will share 
a £42,000 funding pot, allowing them 
to grow their own food as part of his 
ongoing drive to tackle obesity in the 
capital and get young Londoners eat¬ 
ing more healthily. 

A total of 21 schools in Lambeth 
and Croydon will receive grants 
ranging between £300 and £3,000 
from the School Garden Grants 
scheme to create or improve edible 
gardens, which will be used to edu¬ 
cate children about the food they eat 
and help them to lead healthier lives. 

Lambeth and Croydon were both 
selected by the mayor to be Food 
Flagship Boroughs last year, working 
to tackle child obesity through better 
diets and food education. 

In a UK first, the boroughs are 
making changes to the way food is 
served in schools, hospitals, and - 
working with major supermarkets 
and other retailers - on the high 
street. 

The aim is to show that joined up 
thinking can improve health and ac¬ 
ademic attainment of pupils and also 
of adults in the local communities 



FROM 
THE 

MAYOR'S 

OFFICE 


they serve. 

Mr Johnson said: “I am delighted 
to be working with Whole Kids 
Foundation as we introduce this in¬ 
novative scheme to Croydon and 
Lambeth - two boroughs that are 
doing great work to improve diets 
and attitudes to food.” 

He added: “School Garden Grants 
are a great way to harness the enthu¬ 
siasm of teachers, children and par¬ 
ents toward eating more fruit, 
vegetables and quality, affordable 
food. Eating well helps not only to 


avoid health problems now and in 
the future, but has been shown to be 
a key ingredient to classroom suc¬ 
cess.” 

Projects in Lambeth include: 

■ Sudbourne School will receive 
£2,600 to introduce chickens to their 
existing school garden. Pupils and 
parents will be supported by Father 
Nature, a social enterprise promoting 
children’s learning through nature 
and helping young fathers gain gar¬ 
dening skills, build confidence and 
find employment. Together, they will 
prepare the site and the eggs will be 
used in cooking classes and any sur¬ 
plus sold to the school community. 

■ Julian’s Primary School will re¬ 
ceive £1,170 to create a small shop 
next to the garden where children can 
sell produce and products they have 
grown and made. Children will pick 
and prepare seasonal produce, make 
preserves, create a school recipe 
book, collect and package seeds and 
grow plants in pots to sell. 

Projects in Croydon include: 

■ St Giles will receive £3,000 to 
help build purpose built, wheelchair 
accessible beds, an outdoor shelter 
for the pupils, and specialist tools. St 


Giles is a special school for pupils 
with physical disabilities, complex 
medical needs and complex speech 
and language needs. 

This will be the first ever ‘Edible 
Playground’ in a special school, with 
a significant amount of additional 
funding raised by Trees for Cities 
■ Shirley High School will receive 
£799 and is the only secondary 
school in Croydon that will receive a 
School Garden Grant. The garden 
will be primarily tended by Food 
Technology students along with dis¬ 
engaged students. The grant will pay 
for raised beds, basic tools and 
equipment along with a small storage 
shed. 

The Mayor has teamed up with 
Whole Kids Foundation to deliver 
the School Garden Grants scheme. 
Whole Kids Foundation - the chari¬ 
table arm of Whole Foods Market - 
has run the scheme in the US and 
Canada for five years, with impres¬ 
sive results. 

Their work there has funded 3,014 
school gardens, trained 8,438 teach¬ 
ers and served 3,796,922 students. 
By encouraging children to plant, 
nurture, harvest, cook and eat food 


they have grown themselves, the 
pilot scheme in London will help 
them to foster a love of good food 
and increase understanding of how 
diet impacts on health. 

Benjamin Woodgate from Whole 
Kids Foundation said: “The more 
kids know and feel connected to their 
food, the more curious they become 
about how things grow or taste, and 
the more willing they are to try new 
foods. This is why we believe in ed¬ 
ible garden learning spaces.” 

■ The London Food Flagship pro¬ 
gramme is one of a number of initia¬ 
tives supported by the Mayor aimed 
at tackling obesity amongst school 
children. They include the multi-mil- 
lion pound Sports Legacy pro¬ 
gramme to get young people and the 
wider population involved in physi¬ 
cal activity; the Healthy Schools 
London awards, which supports and 
recognises school achievements in 
pupil health and wellbeing; and the 
Takeaways Tookit, which the differ¬ 
ent ways that local authorities can 
tackle the impact of fast food on 
Londoners' health, for example by 
limiting the number of fast food out¬ 
lets near schools. 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA 


Royal accolade for 
head who revived 
school’s fortunes 


A DEDICATED headteacher 
was presented with his OBE 
for services to education by 
Prince Charles at a ceremony 
at Buckingham Place earlier 
this month. 

Educational experts say that 
the inspirational David Sellens, 
the head at Thomas Jones 
School in north Kensington, 
has provided first-class leader¬ 
ship and inspiration for chil¬ 
dren for ten years. 

In this time he is widely 
credited with raising aspira¬ 
tions for a whole generation. 

Acknowledged for creating 
an ethos where severely chal¬ 
lenged children can achieve 
highly, Mr Sellens has gained 
a reputation with the Depart¬ 
ment for Education, the gov¬ 
ernment and the media as an 
exceptional teacher and one 
whose opinion and views are 
widely respected and sought. 

The school that Mr Sellens 
leads is high achieving and is 
regularly ranked within the top 
four per cent in the country. 

Mr Sellens personally, and 
the school he leads, continue to 
receive recognition in the 
media and national and local 
awards - most recently enter¬ 
ing into the Mayor of London’s 


London Schools’ Gold Club. 

Speaking after the Palace 
ceremony on Thursday, Febru¬ 
ary 11, David Sellens said: 
“This a superb accolade for 
myself, the community I serve 
and the exceptional staff team, 
in particular deputy head Lind¬ 
say Johnson. 

“It is especially pleasing if 
one considers the fact that a 
very short time before I was 
appointed headteacher, 

Thomas Jones was threatened 
with closure. 

“We have enjoyed over a 
decade of great success and are 
one of the most highly achiev¬ 
ing and oversubscribed schools 
in the country.” 

Robin Garton, a parent and 
school governor, said: “Across 
the road from one of the poor¬ 
est estates in the country is a 
state school that shines like a 
beacon above them. 

“It produces well-educated, 
well-spoken and well-rounded 
children - proud, confident, in¬ 
terested and interesting. 

“In the turbulent ocean of 
education Thomas Jones is a 
lighthouse that flashes bril¬ 
liantly over it. And David Sel¬ 
lens is its dedicated, rigorous, 
and enthusiastic keeper.” 



Builders told 
to bin the din 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


NOISY builders will have 
to take the weekend off in 
Kensington and Chelsea 
from now on, after council¬ 
lors slapped a new ban on 
making a din. 

Following hundreds of com¬ 
plaints from residents about 
weekend construction work, the 
council has decided to add Sat¬ 
urdays to the long-established 
rule of no noise on a Sunday. 

The council’s Cabinet has 
agreed a new Code of Con¬ 
struction Practice after a 16- 
week consultation with 
residents. 

“The code recognises the im¬ 
portance of, and need for build¬ 
ing projects but seeks to lay 
down what is expected from 
contractors and developers to 
ensure that disturbance to resi¬ 
dents is kept to a minimum 
level,” said a council 
spokesman. 

“Following adoption of the 
new code generally ‘permitted 
hours’ for noisy works will no 
longer include any time on a 
Saturday. As before, works are 
not allowed on a Sunday. 

“The code also introduces a 


further set of restricted hours 
for high impact activities such 
as demolition and concrete 
breaking.” 

The code will be phased in 
and enforced in the borough 
through the use of Control of 
Pollution Act 1974 powers. 

“An important part of the 
code is the emphasis it places 
on developers and contractors 
establishing good communica¬ 
tions with neighbours close to 
construction sites and those 
likely to be disturbed by noisy 
works,” said the spokesman. 

Councillor Tim Ahern, the 
Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea’s Cabinet Member 
for Environmental Health, said: 
“We completely recognise the 
importance of building and con¬ 
struction work in the borough. 
However, we must appreciate 
that for people who live close 
by it can have an enormous im¬ 
pact on their lives. 

“This is why we have intro¬ 
duced this new Code of Prac¬ 
tice. It will help bring peace on 
the weekends and require de¬ 
velopers to work far more 
closely with people who live 
close to their sites to mitigate, 
wherever possible, the prob¬ 
lems associated with noise, dust 
and disturbance.” 


GPs at breaking point as 
surgeries consider closure 


FROM PAGE 1 

“Hero GPs are working flat 
out to cover the gaps, but 
they’re at breaking point and 
need real support to keep car¬ 
ing for our growing city, and 
the growing complexity of its 
health needs. 

“With junior doctors in¬ 
creasingly reluctant to take on 
the challenges of general prac¬ 
tice, and many leaving the 
country in the face of the new 
contracting debacle, London’s 
general practice future looks 
decidedly gloomy, delivering 
current service with fewer staff 
is unsustainable and unsafe in 
the long term. Let alone for ex¬ 
tended seven-day services. 

“Until financial stability is 
secured and the low morale of 
existing staff is improved there 
is little prospect of the junior 
doctors currently coming 
through the ranks being the 
saviours. The oft-quoted influx 
of 5,000 new GPs seem less 
and less likely with every day 
that passes. Our general prac¬ 
tices are the hub of the NHS - 
providing for 90 per cent of pa¬ 
tients ’ needs on a paltry eight 
per cent of its budget - and 
falling. To secure the future of 
general practice for the citizens 
of London we need more re¬ 
source and more support. And 
we need it now, before it is too 
late.” 

The survey of London GP 


practices had responses from 
644 of the 1,330 unique prac¬ 
tices in the capital represented 
by Londonwide LMCs, of 
which 49 per cent say they cur¬ 
rently have a staff vacancy and 
31 per cent say they have at 
least one GP vacancy. 

Of the 199 practices with GP 
vacancies, 158 practices say 
they have at least one unfilled 
employed GP position and 50 
practices say they have at least 
one unfilled GP partner posi¬ 
tion. 

“On average employed and 
partner GP posts are said to 
have been vacant for over eight 
months after a doctor leaves. 
The workforce problems are 
exacerbated by high numbers 
of impending retirements, with 
44 per cent of GP practices 
(284) saying their practice cur¬ 
rently has GPs planning on re¬ 
tiring in the next three years,” 
said a LMC spokeswoman. 

“Half of practices say finan¬ 
cial uncertainty about the fu¬ 
ture of the general practice 
model is preventing staff re¬ 
cruitment. Other factors cited 
include low morale within the 
GP profession (45 per cent), 
pay (43 per cent) and lack of 
suitable GPs interested in the 
position (41 per cent). 

“The 19 practices which say 
they are planning to terminate 
their contract to provide GP 
services in the next three years 


represent 116,491 patients; 62 
per cent of practices that say 
they are planning to terminate 
their GP contract in the next 
three years say they currently 
have a vacancy of some sort, 
compared to 46 per cent of 
those that are not planning to 
terminate their GP contract in 
the next three years. 

“And a large proportion of 
practices do not rule out termi¬ 
nation as an option - 109 prac¬ 
tices, representing 802,383 
patients, say they do not know 
if their practice has plans to ter¬ 
minate its GP contract in the 
next three years.” 

Some 37 per cent of London 
practices say they are consider¬ 
ing employing additional 
locum staff to help manage 
current and future vacancies, 
while 13 per cent are consider¬ 
ing reducing services and four 
per cent are considering clo¬ 
sure. The survey reveals that 
197,883 patients would have to 
find a new GP if those four per 
cent of practices considering 
closure go ahead. 

Combined, 39 practices are 
either planning to end their 
contract in the next three years 
or are considering closure to 
manage current or future va¬ 
cancies. Kensington and 
Chelsea and Barnet are the 
worst affected boroughs, and 
could stand to lose five and 
four practices respectively. 
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Freeze on council tax 
Svill protect services’ 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
Council says it will freeze coun¬ 
cil tax for the next year. 

The Cabinet of the royal bor¬ 
ough has recommended a 
budget for 2016-17 comprising 
no increase in council tax; and 
the continued provision of the 
broad range of good quality 
services for local residents. 

The authority said: “It’s a 
budget made possible by a strat¬ 
egy adopted by the council in 
2010-11 at the onset of austerity 
in public spending that system¬ 
atically set out to make the 
council more efficient in the 
way that it spends money. 

“By sharing the management 
of services with its municipal 
neighbours, Kensington and 
Chelsea has saved millions that 
would otherwise have had to be 
found via service reduction or 
increases in charges.” 

A spokesman said that shar¬ 
ing some management functions 
with Westminster council and 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
council is expected to deliver 
savings of nearly £14 million in 
2016-17. 

“Savings and efficiencies 
have delivered progressively 
larger sums since 2010. Better 
management of the council’s 
property estate will yield an an¬ 
nual income of about £10.5 mil¬ 


lion, up from just £3.8 million in 
2010-11. This strategy of shar¬ 
ing, saving and good steward¬ 
ship of its assets will enable the 
council to cover some £13 mil¬ 
lion of grant losses and cost 
pressures in 2016-17 and still set 
a zero council tax increase for 
the seventh year in a row. 

“Kensington and Chelsea’s 
council tax will therefore remain 
amongst the very lowest in the 
country. The strategy has also 
allowed the council to unveil a 
budget that maintains our highly 
valued services. 

“Indeed, of all the savings 
made since 2010-11, just six per 
cent would properly be scored 
as representing a reduction in 
service to residents. At the 
same time, the council will con¬ 
tinue to have an ambitious capi¬ 
tal programme. 

“The council’s programme of 
capital investment is largely fi¬ 
nanced from accumulated sav¬ 
ings and reserves built up to pay 
for it. The programme is de¬ 
signed to renew local infrastruc¬ 
ture, particularly schools and, in 
due course, to build more homes 
in the borough. 

“As projects move forward, 
the council’s reserves are set to 
fall from £197 million in 2015- 
lb to £167 million in 2016-17 
and £97 million in 2019-20.” 


Before it can be formally 
adopted, the budget must now 
be debated at a meeting of the 
full council on Wednesday, 
March 2. 

The budget can be read in full 
at the council’s website 
www.rbkc.gov. uk 

Council leader Nick Paget- 
Brown said: “We believe our 
residents have been well served 
by this council. 

“We have kept council tax 
down by making the council 
more efficient and we are still 
building for the future by renew¬ 
ing and expanding schools. 

“Over a period when national 
public spending has had to ad¬ 
just to the realistic tax base nec¬ 
essary to finance it, the council 
has maintained good quality 
services and placed them on a fi¬ 
nancial footing that is afford¬ 
able. 

“Not only has the council 
maintained services that many 
other councils no longer offer 
such as help to older people with 
‘moderate’ care needs, we have 
also improved our libraries, our 
parks and sports facilities.” 

Cllr Paget-Brown added: “We 
will continue to maintain and 
develop services by improving 
the ways in which we spend tax¬ 
payers’ money, manage staff and 
use our buildings.” 


Pepper Pot’s 
celebration of 
Pansy’s 90th 

LADBROKE Grove's popular 
Pepper Pot Centre was the 
venue on Thursday for a special 
90th birthday celebration - 
that of its founder Pansy 
Jeffrey. 

The centre, which Pansy set 
up 34 years ago to combat 
discrimination, isolation, 
depression and loneliness 
amongst the growing 
generation of older Caribbean 
people, also set out to 
empower older African and 
Caribbean people to take 
charge of their own lives after 
sacrificing so many of their 
youthful years for the UK. 

Pansy was a tireless fighter 
against the racial 
discrimination of the 1950s, 

60s, 70s and 80s. She worked 
hard with Lord David Pitt, Chris 
Le Maitre, Herman Ouseley and 
others to establish the Pepper 
Pot Centre. It is the only one of 
its kind that offers culturally— 
specific services, though the 
services are open to all 
communities in Kensington 
and Chelsea. The Queen 
opened the centre in 1981 and 
revisited in June, 2006.The 
centre is well respected 
amongst all communities - and 
news media often use the PPC 
as a model of excellence in 
terms of culturally-specific 
services for the communities of 
African and Caribbean origin. It 
also provides a demonstration 
of how communities can 
preserve their heritage. 

Old ones may 
be the best 

KENSINGTON antiques experts 
at 25 Blythe Road are to hold a 
valuation day today - Tuesday 
February 23 - for all those who 
may have an unknown treasure 
in their attic or on the 
mantelpiece. 

The experts will offer 
saleroom estimates and advice 
on paintings, drawings, 
photographs, antique arms, 
armour, militaria, jewellery, 
silver, ceramics, and European 
and Asian works of art. 

The auctioneer co¬ 
operative's jewellery specialist 
says residents never know what 
hidden gems they may have at 
home - she once valued a 
diamond ring which had been 
hidden in toilet paper and 
stuffed in a baby sock, which 
ended up being sold for 
£150,000 at auction. 

The valuation will run from 
11am to 7.30pm. 

Garage price 
parking mad 

A BROMPTON Road single 
garage with little space and 
lighting has sold for £360,000 - 
twice its asking price. 

The garage, between 
Knightsbridge and south 
Kensington station, is 146 
square feet. It was put up for 
auction at £180,000. 

Chris Coleman-Smith, head 
of Savill auctions, said:"This 
part of London is an affluent 
area with a chronic lack of off- 
street parking, so we expected 
the garage at Crescent Place to 
attract a lot of interest. 

"For local residents who have 
invested in cars as well as their 
homes, the chance to buy a 
well located, secure garage 
simply couldn't be missed." 


Join us to celebrate 
the launch of our 
latest book 
The Children's Home 
by Charles I^imbert. 

Conic along for a glass 
of wine, get your hook 
signed ami chat with 
the author. 

RSVP to: 

cnquirics(Wbclgrdviabooks.coiii 

A beguiling and disarming novel about a mysterious 
group of children who appear to a disfigured recluse 

and his country doctor. 



Wednesday 2nd March 

6:30 • 8:30pm 


BELGRAVIA 


M 


59 Ebury Street London SW1W ONZ aardvark 

020 7259 9336 bureau 


NEWS 

FROM 

NICK 



Councillor Nick Paget-Brown, Leader 
of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 
sings the praises of the council's occasionally 
maligned planning department 



■ TOUGH LINE: Kensington and Chelsea council planners' 
decisions hold up most of the time 


Sitting pretty 


E xercise is great - 
that’s official - but 
have you ever noticed 
that when it comes to work¬ 
ing out there is always a new 
piece of beastliness that 
promises to be better and 
tougher than what has gone 
before. 

It can seem that when you 
get on the treadmill the only 
way forward is to do more, 
do it at a higher intensity or 
for longer - and then don’t 
get me started on some of the 
diet fads that can be pro¬ 
moted in the search for a 
healthy body! (and, no I did¬ 
n’t give up drinking for Jan¬ 
uary either). 

Not that long ago the 
marathon was the ultimate 
test of fitness and endurance. 
Then the triathlon rode into 
town and everything 
changed. Then you had to do 
your triathlon in a desert or 
chased by wild animals for it 
to really count. 

And it’s not just in gyms 
and running clubs across the 
country that this one-upman¬ 
ship can be found. I’ve heard 
it said that even some devo¬ 
tees of yoga lay claim to 
doing the ‘tough’ one. It’s 
not enough to be able to do a 
‘downward facing dog’, oh 
no, for some it has to be done 
in a really hot room - some¬ 
thing akin to a humid rainfor¬ 
est. 

Well, I say sometimes it 
can be good to reject the re¬ 
lentless march of new, harder 
ways to stretch, mobilise the 
joints and control your 
breathing. Try chair yoga -1 
did and it was tremendous. I 
gave it a go at a class run by 
Response Community Proj¬ 
ects on the Old Brompton 
Road. To be honest I thought 
it would be a brief photo call 


- but it turned out to be 45 
minutes of reaching out to 
muscles which had been 
quite satisfactorily ignored 
for many years. While seated 
on chairs, you can do ver¬ 
sions of twists, hip stretches, 
forward bends, and mild 
backbends. In addition to a 
good stretch, chair yoga par¬ 
ticipants also enjoy other 
health benefits of yoga, in¬ 
cluding improved muscle 
tone, better breathing habits, 
reduction of stress, better 
sleep and a sense of well¬ 
being. Just what we politi¬ 
cians are crying out for. 

As regular readers know, I 
have tried to do more to keep 
in shape - not always with 
conspicuous success. Thanks 
to initiatives like this one run 
by Response Community 
Projects - just one of our 
marvellous local community 
charities - those who find 
traditional yoga classes a bit 
taxing can enjoy lots of the 
benefits without leaving their 
chair. 

Response is celebrating its 
40th anniversary. It’s activi¬ 
ties are open to all comers 
and to all those who live, 
work or have some other 
connection with Earl’s Court. 
It’s a brilliant organisation 
and all its activities are pro¬ 
vided free or for a minimal 
charge - the chair yoga costs 
the princely sum of £1.50. 

It also boasts a shop, inter¬ 
net cafe and has computer 
classes, homework clubs 
supported by Students from 
Imperial College no less and 
runs workshops for the excel¬ 
lent ‘Sing to Live, Live to 
Sing’ programme. 

You can find out more 
about just what Response has 
to offer by visiting its website 
www. responseprojects. org. uk 


To contact the Leader of the 
Council, Cllr Nick Paget-Brown, 

THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF ** 

Kensington email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 

AND CHELSEA 
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Child mental health: following Kate’s lead 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


FOLLOWING calls by the 
Duchess of Cambridge for more 
action to help children with 
mental health problems, Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea health chiefs 
are to introduce a 24-hour emer¬ 
gency helpline in a bid to help 
save the 900 or so primary chil¬ 
dren in the borough who are at 
risk of a long life of misery. 

Last week the Duchess 
launched the Young Minds Mat¬ 
ter campaign, calling for the 
taboo of child mental health to 
be broken. Working from a tem¬ 
porary newsroom at Kensington 
Palace as guest editor of The 
Hujfington Post , she wrote that 
for too long parents have been 
“embarrassed” to admit children 
need psychiatric care, worried 
of the stigma this may attract. 

But she said it was time for 
our perception of mental illness 
to change, and said she and her 
husband, the Duke of Cam¬ 
bridge, “would not hesitate” to 
seek help if their children, two- 
year-old George and nine- 
month-old Charlotte, needed it. 

Now investigations have re¬ 
vealed that action on child men¬ 
tal health is urgently needed in 
the Duchess’s own “back yard”, 
the royal borough of Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea, where thou¬ 
sands of children and young 
people are in need of help. 

Official figures in a health re¬ 
port for Kensington and Chelsea 
Council have revealed that: 

■ “Almost 8,000 children and 
young people in Kensington and 
Chelsea are likely to be in need 
of mental health information, 
advice and support”. 

■ “An estimated 2,300 children 
have some type of mental health 
disorder.” 

■ “About 900 children have a 
serious mental health disorder”. 

■ “One in five children diag¬ 
nosed with a mental health dis¬ 
order are likely to have more 
than one disorder”. 

■ “About 900 pupils in main¬ 
tained primary schools and 600 
in secondary schools are likely 
to be in need of mental health 
support.” 

Local health chiefs are back¬ 
ing the Duchess of Cambridge’s 
campaign for greater awareness 
and support of child mental ill 
health because experts calculate 



■ CAMPAIGNER: The 
Duchess of Cambridge 

that poor mental health in chil¬ 
dren frequently leads to a life¬ 
time problem. 

Local figures reveal that 
mental ill health is 14 times 
more likely than cancer to cause 
of life of disability. 

A report for the Kensington 
& Chelsea Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy states that 
“the main cause of life with dis¬ 
ability” is mental ill health - 
which causes 42 per cent of life¬ 
long disablements. By compar¬ 
ison, heart disease causes six 
per cent and cancer three per 
cent. 

The report states: “Around 
half of people with lifetime 
mental problems experience 
their first symptoms by the age 
of 14.” 

Endorsing the Duchess’s plea 
for more action on child mental 
health, it adds: “By promoting 
good mental health and inter¬ 
vening early, particularly in the 
crucial childhood and teenage 
years, we can help to prevent 
mental illness from developing 
and mitigate its effects when it 
does. It is important to recog¬ 
nise that there is much we can 
do to protect and promote well¬ 
being and resilience in our early 
years, into adulthood and then 
on to a healthy old age. Taking 
a life course approach and em¬ 
bedding provision for good 
mental health into all of our 
work is essential, especially 
given the fact that 42 per cent of 
people experiencing life with 
disability in our borough do so 
as a result of mental ill health.” 

But now the Central & North 
West London NHS Trust, which 


covers Kensington and Chelsea, 
is to act and set up an emer¬ 
gency mental health childline 
and a “rapid response team” 
which will be on hand for chil¬ 
dren, young people and parents 
24 hours a day, every day of the 
year. 

The dedicated Single Point of 
Access line will immediately 
connect children with mental 
health issues with experts who 
can help. 

The childline, which will be 
established later this year, fol¬ 
lows the introduction in No¬ 
vember of an adult Single Point 
of Access line which has been 
used more than 1,700 times in 
the past three months, with 500 
callers needing urgent or emer¬ 
gency help. 

The Single Point of Access 
adult line is 0800 0234 650. 

A spokesman for the CNWL 
Trust said: “The Single Point of 
Access is open 24 hours a day 
365 days a year, and staffed by 
mental health professionals who 
answer the calls to support pa¬ 
tients through the system. 

“CNWL’s home treatment 
teams now include a 24-hour 
rapid response service to accept 
direct referrals from the Single 
Point of Access and the Trust 
has redesigned its adult commu¬ 
nity mental health services to 
bring together the assessment 
and brief treatment teams and 
community recovery teams to 
form locality community mental 
health teams. 

Selena Cox, CNWL’s Single 
Point of Access Manager, 
added: “Some patients felt they 
were passed between services, 
didn’t know who to call and 
they were stuck in care for too 
long. We make the process sim¬ 
ple - one number to call; there 
is no wrong front door.” 

“We try to get a picture of 
someone’s needs - are they safe 
at that point in time? Fifty per 
cent of calls come through as ur¬ 
gent but that’s not always the 
case. 

“By taking people through an 
assessment of the risks, we ar¬ 
rive at a good clinical judge¬ 
ment about them. We have a 
doctor in the team too in case a 
GP wants to discuss the case in 
more detail or we need senior 
clinical leadership. 

“The Single Point of Access 
has received 1,753 referrals 


Empire still not ready to strike back 


DOZENS more concerts have 
had to be rescheduled as repair 
works at one of west London’s 
premier music venues continue 
to cause problems. 

Bosses have confirmed that 
the 02 Shepherd’s Bush Empire 
will remain closed for several 
more weeks while maintenance 
work is carried out on the 
venue’s roof. 

It was confirmed last week 
that repairs will extend into 
April, with many more shows re¬ 
arranged, switched to a new 
venue or cancelled altogether. 

Concerts by artists including 
The Coral and Newton Faulkner 
have been moved following the 
announcement, while comedian 
Ed Byrne’s ‘Outside, Looking 
In’ show has been moved back to 
June. The venue has been closed 
since December 4 last year when 


structural issues were discovered 
hours before a gig was due to 
start. In a statement, Academy 
Music Group, which owns the 
venue, apologised for the delays. 

“Following the closure of 02 
Shepherd’s Bush Empire on Fri¬ 
day December 4 and further in¬ 
spections, structural engineers 
have advised that works to the 
roof structure will extend into 
April,” it said. “We are sorry that 
these extended restoration works 
mean that further shows will ei¬ 
ther be moved to other venues in 
London or rescheduled as neces¬ 
sary. Once again, we thank 
artists, promoters and fans for 
their cooperation and patience 
and wish to reassure everyone 
that safety is our priority.” 

Rock band The Courteeners 
were due to perform at the iconic 
venue on December 4 but prob¬ 


lems with the roof led to the sud¬ 
den postponement. 

The venue posted on Twitter 
at the time that a “structural 
issue” in the building had forced 
the closure only hours before the 
band was due to take to the 
stage. Several other concerts 
planned for December and Janu¬ 
ary were rescheduled or moved 
to other venues, while similar 
arrangements have now been 
made for forthcoming dates in 
February, March and April. 

The 112-year-old theatre hosts 
around 180 events and wel¬ 
comes 250,000 music fans each 
year. It was built as a music hall 
in 1903 and became the BBC’s 
Television Theatre in the 1950s. 

A list of rearranged concert 
dates is available on the venue’s 
websit - www.academymusic- 
group.com/o2shepherdsbushempire 


since it opened on 3 November 
2015. Of those, over 1,000 needed 
treatment in our secondary mental 
health services and just under a 
third, about 500 people, needed 
urgent or emergency treatment. 
We triage the patient and if a pa¬ 
tient needs to be seen urgently we 
call the Rapid Response Team to 
respond. 

“For example, if a GP has 
someone in the surgery with them 
then we can send in the Rapid Re¬ 
sponse Team straight to the GP to 
see them or if we are worried that 


someone is not responding to calls 
the Rapid Response can visit them 
too. The team then assess them 
face-to-face and develop a plan 
for how to resolve the crisis.” 

The Trust reports that the main 
reaction to the helpline has been, 
“Why didn’t someone do this 
sooner?” 

A new survey for the Time To 
Change campaign, which is or¬ 
ganised by the charity Mind and 
supported by the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambrdige, has re¬ 
vealed that nearly two thirds of 


people in London with mental 
health problems are left feeling 
isolated (65 per cent), worthless 
(57 per cent) and ashamed (60 per 
cent) because of the stigma and 
discrimination they have faced for 
their illness. 

Sue Baker, Director of Time to 
Change, said: “This survey shows 
that stigma is still having a huge 
impact on how people feel about 
themselves and holding back their 
lives. We need to replace silence 
and stigma with talking, greater 
understanding and support.” 


i 


Have your say 

on proposals for a new 
dedicated cycle lane at 
Hammersmith gyratory 


Proposals include: 

• Separating cyclists and traffic with a segregated 
two-way cycle track on the north side of 
Hammersmith gyratory to help improve safety 
for cyclists 

• Separate traffic signals for cyclists and motor 
vehicles, allowing cyclists to move ahead of vehicles 

• Extend the eastbound two-way cycle track on 
King Street allowing cyclists to reach the gyratory 
on a more direct route 

• Provide a two-way section of cycle track on Queen 
Caroline Street allowing cyclist s easy access to 
Black s Road and Hammersmith Bridge Road 

• Increase the size of the island at the junction of 
Hammersmith Broadway and Butterwick to help 
improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians. 

These proposals are primarily intended to improve safety 
for cyclists. 

You can have your say and view our detailed proposals 

at tfLgov.uk/hammersmith-gyratory. Details of our 
drop-in sessions can also be found on the website. 

The consultation closes 15 March 2016. 
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The art of picking winners 


A MAJOR exhibition of the 
private art collection of 
“the voice of racing”, the 
late Sir Peter O’Sullevan, will be 
held at Belgravia’s Osborne Stu¬ 
dio Gallery throughout March. 

Some of the items to be exhibited at 
the show of the Chelsea resident’s col¬ 
lection, which will run from March 9 to 
April 1, will be for sale. 

Although Sir Peter was famous as 
flawless commentator, bon viveur and 
lover of jazz and birdsong, he was also 
an art collector and connoisseur of dis¬ 
tinction, writes Geoff Baker. 

“His Chelsea flat was crammed with 
paintings and sculpture, most of them 
equestrian subjects, but also works 
from his travels to remote places, espe¬ 
cially in North Africa,” said a spokes¬ 
woman for the gallery of which Sir 
Peter became chairman after his retire¬ 
ment. 

“The Osborne Studio Gallery will 
show many works owned by Sir Peter, 
together with a number of bequeathed 
works from his collection. A benefici¬ 
ary of these sales will be the Peter O’¬ 
Sullevan Charitable Trust. The period 
of the exhibition includes the four days 
of the Cheltenham Festival, his 
favourite time of the year. 

“The exhibition will show a selec¬ 
tion of precious relics, to ‘open a win¬ 
dow’ on both his private and public life, 
on and off the Turf. Highlights include 
racing commentary charts, a musical 
greeting from Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
and even the script for his appearance 
on The Morecambe and Wise Show.” 

In a personal memoir for the exhibi¬ 
tion, Osborne Gallery director Geoffrey 
Hughes said: “Soon after I set up the 
Osborne Studio Gallery in 1986 I had 
a visit, quite out of the blue, from my 
boyhood hero. Ahead of the game, as 
ever, he had heard that our gallery was 
to specialise in racing and equestrian 
art. From day one he offered enormous 
encouragement and support and I was, 
of course, over the moon that a man I 
idolised should take such an interest in 
this new enterprise. 

“Over the subsequent years we de¬ 
veloped a strong friendship. In 1998, 
soon after his final commentary and re¬ 
tirement on Hennessy Gold Cup day 
the previous November I, on a whim, 
and assisted by plentiful Dutch 
courage, asked Peter whether he would 
consider becoming our chairman. He 
did not give me an immediate answer 
but, to my amazement, he rang the next 
day to say he would be delighted to do 
so. 

“Over the next 18 years OSG had 
tremendous support from Peter. With 
his ever discerning eye, he loved com¬ 
ing to the private views, and his pres¬ 
ence and infectious sense of humour 
always ensured lively interaction- and 
the possibility of a little bit of innocent 
gossip! 

“As the years went by, his love of art 
became increasingly apparent to me 
and I always kept a chilled bottle close 
at hand for his frequent visits! His in¬ 
quisitive and intelligent nature ob¬ 
served hidden depths in the paintings 
that others, including myself, often 
missed. 

“Racing art was his great love but, 
beyond that, he collected works from 
his travels, particularly from North 
Africa, seeking out artists in remote 
places. 

“Interestingly, subjects incorporating 
Pierrot are well represented in his col¬ 
lection. I did once ask him, after a 
memorably convivial evening, why 
clowns were so close to his heart. As 
was so often the case with Peter, after 
an evening of bonhomie, when it 
comes to reporting his answer, my 



RACING GIANTS: Lester Piggott and Willie Carson, pastel, by John Skeaping, 1990 




KEEN EYE: Portrait of Sir Peter with binoculars, oil on Canvas, by Jonny Jonas 



RACE DAY: The Paddock, charcoal and pastel, by Jay Kirkman, (Jonathan Cooper 
Gallery) - one of many evocative racing pictures in Peter O'Sullevan's collection 


memory fails! Perhaps another may 
know the answer to this? His beloved 
wife, Pat, could well have been a pos¬ 
sible influence. 

“All his life Peter was intrigued by 
artists and as early as the late 1930s he 
became friends with many prominent 
painters and sculptors. John Skeaping 
became a life-long comrade in arms. 
They shared a much loved greyhound 
called Slim, whom they raced at White 
City just after the War, providing many 
memorable jaunts. 

“Sir Alfred Munnings and Edward 
Seago also became friends and, in re¬ 
cent years, leading international eques¬ 
trian artists were willingly cajoled into 
using their talents to benefit his highly 
successful annual charitable trust lunch 
and auction. These acclaimed artists are 
too numerous to mention, but Peter was 
enormously respectful of their creativ¬ 
ity. Unusually acknowledgement was 
always made in his commentaries to 
any trophy or work of art presented; a 
further legacy of the great man. 

“In this retrospective, we have bor¬ 
rowed a number of bequeathed works 
for which we are sincerely thankful. 
Many others are for sale, of which The 
Peter O’Sullevan Charitable Trust will 
be a beneficiary. Additionally we have 
borrowed photographs and ephemera 
in an attempt to open a window on both 
his private and public life, on and off 
the turf. His natural modesty forbade it, 
but every indication I had from our 
conversations in the latter part of his 
life, suggested he would love others to 
share some of these memories. 

“I also think that he would have ap¬ 
preciated how appropriate it is that the 
period of the exhibition includes the 
four days of the Cheltenham Festival. 
It is no secret that this was his favourite 
time of the year.” 

Sir Peter’s close friend, the racing 
journalist Sean Magee, added: “One 


evening about five years ago, Peter 
opened the second bottle of rose and 
broached a matter which had been ex¬ 
ercising him. When the time came, 
what was to be done with all the docu¬ 
mentary material which he had accu¬ 
mulated, and which was now 
occupying so many nooks and crannies 
in Cranmer Court? Would I care to take 
custody of it? 

“Of course I would. He had already 
given me the 51 scrapbooks into which 
he had pasted cuttings of everything he 
had written during his long career as a 
journalist, and although the sheer mass 
of other material in the flat was daunt¬ 
ing, to go through it was the racing his¬ 
torian’s equivalent of Howard Carter 
opening Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

“A self-acknowledged hoarder, Peter 
had kept a huge amount of material 
which recorded his life, from those ex¬ 
traordinary commentary charts which 
he had so diligently annotated with 
facts and figures about the race in 
prospect, to extensive correspondence 
with a wide circle of friends and fans 
on a huge variety of racing and non¬ 
racing subjects, plus a host of betting 
vouchers (most of them showing a 
profit) and all manner of other 
ephemera. Here was a treasure trove, 
spilling out of every cupboard and 
drawer. 

“After Peter died I started working 
through the cornucopia he had left be¬ 
hind, and what made perusal of this 
material so riveting was the unex¬ 
pected. 

“There is the leaflet which he 
planned to smuggle into Germany in 
July 1939, exhorting workers to re- 
I sist the Nazis - a scheme foiled when 
travel restrictions came into force. 

“There is the script, tweaked with 
1 the perfectionist O’Sullevan pen, for 
his appearance on The Morecambe 
and Wise Show. There is a musical 
greeting from Andrew Lloyd Webber to 
mark his retirement, and the letter from 
Albert Roux declaring Peter’s beloved 
miniature poodle Topolina ‘a welcome 
visitor of Le Gavroche and all other 
Roux enterprises where she is 
renowned for her impeccable conduct.’ 

“And there are sheaves of old betting 
vouchers, notably one from William 
Wood Turf Accountants closing Peter’s 
account: ‘After three years during 
which you have won consistently, we 
shall have to give you best odds and 
ask you to bet elsewhere. You are too 
good for us!’ 

“We have tried to reflect that variety 
in the items on display in this exhibi¬ 
tion, but the most evocative reminders 
of ‘The Voice’ at his greatest remain 
those extraordinary commentary charts 
which so graphically bear witness to 
his fastidious preparation before a big 
race. 

“Look at the chart for Nijinsky’s 
Derby, or Grundy and Bustino’s King 
George, or one of Red Rum’s Grand 
Nationals, and you hear Peter’s com¬ 
mentary in your mind’s ear. 

“Since his death we have unearthed 
more and more material in the flat - his 
chart for Sir Ivor’s Derby, a precious 
relic, was found in a kitchen drawer - 
and over the next few months the 
whole archive will be organised to 
form a resource not only for racing his¬ 
torians but for those studying the wider 
canvas of twentieth-century social his¬ 
tory. 

“Some items will be bequeathed and 
a few will be sold, and the remaining 
collection will enjoy a safe haven in 
The Cox Library of racing books 
( www.thecoxlibrary.com ) - a happy 
arrangement which will meet Peter’s 
desire that his papers should be avail¬ 
able in perpetuity. Future researchers 
have a real treat in store.” 
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Improve your research, say health experts 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

LONDONERS are more 
likely to spend time thor¬ 
oughly researching house¬ 
hold handymen and car 
mechanics than cosmetic 
surgeons or healthcare pro¬ 
fessionals. 

With negative stories per¬ 
vading the headlines about du¬ 
bious procedures, a new survey 
reveals that 32 per cent of par¬ 
ticipants quoted word of mouth 
as a source of information 
when seeking advice on health 
matters such as cosmetic sur¬ 
gery or dentistry rather than 
speaking with consultants di¬ 
rectly (26 per cent) or reading 
specialist professional media 
(over 16 per cent). 

Over 37 per cent of respon¬ 
dents stated that they were 
most likely to scrutinise house¬ 
hold handymen while more 



■ ADVICE: Dr Foued Hamza 


than 46 per cent said that they 
would carefully examine vari¬ 
ous holiday packages before 
booking. 37 per cent of partici¬ 
pants proclaimed that they 
would make further enquiries 
about financial service offer¬ 
ings and 30 per cent would in¬ 
vestigate real estate companies. 


Whereas just over 25 per cent 
and 10 per cent would take the 
same amount of care to re¬ 
search a cosmetic surgeon and 
healthcare professional respec¬ 
tively. 

Dr Foued Hamza, cosmetic 
surgeon consulting at Queen 
Anne Street Medical Centre, 
off Harley Street in London, 
says: “Cosmetic surgery is a 
life changing procedure so it’s 
concerning that these results re¬ 
veal that people aren’t taking 
adequate measures to research 
their medical practitioner suffi¬ 
ciently and this could indicate 
that Brits are too trusting of 
something as important as our 
health. 

“It’s crucial that you always 
check a practitioner’s qualifica¬ 
tions and read testimonials and 
reviews to find out about their 
reputation. 

“Speak to previous patients 
to hear about their experience 
and even go and get a second 


Making the most of the opportunity 



UNDERTHEWESTWAY 

Fiona Ramsey, new trustee of the Westway Trust, talks 
about the opportunities, as she sees them, for the Trust in 
the years ahead 


B EFORE I explain the op¬ 
portunities, as I see 
them, for the Westway 
Trust, here is a bit of back¬ 
ground about me that provides 
some context. 

I’ve always been a truly pas¬ 
sionate person, so it was in¬ 
evitable that I would seek a 
career in the arts - music, to be 
precise. My experience in the 
music industry is wide ranging. 
I have worked with major 
names in the industry - at 
BMG records I worked with 
artists like Usher, Outkast, Pink 
and Alicia Keys. I have played 
a role in helping young people 
into the industry too - during 
my time with Livity we 
founded a six-month paid work 
placement for 16 to 21-year- 
olds called ‘Music 4 Good’. 

We worked with young peo¬ 
ple who were not given the op¬ 
portunities to work in the 
entertainment sector. Music 4 
Good provided access to paid 
work placements in the music 
industry. 

I have also done charitable 
work in the past. I worked 
closely with Alicia Keys and 
Leigh Blake on the launch of 
the charity ‘Keep a Child 
Alive.’ Its mission was to get 
life-saving HIV medication to 


children in Africa. So as you 
can see, I am passionate about 
opportunities, education and 
entertainment. These passions 
allow me a unique perspective 
on the kind of provision West¬ 
way Trust should be making for 
the arts. 

I also have a strong affinity 
to this part of London, I grew 
up in White City and attended 
Burlington Danes School and 
about eight years ago I moved 
to the Dalgamo Ward area. 

I’ve been an avid carnival- 
goer all my life; and spent 
many nights at Subterrania 
where I arranged showcases for 
some of the American artists. 
This is a diverse neighbour¬ 
hood, with people from a 
whole range of backgrounds 
and I want Westway Trust to 
represent the very different 
facets of the area in which I 
live. 

I decided to join the Board of 
Westway Trust because after 
many discussions with people 
in the area I saw many things 
being planned and a lot of 
changes happening. I wanted to 
be a part of making the deci¬ 
sions which affect the area in 
which I live. I believe that in 
order to make a change you 
have to have a voice from 


within as well as from the out¬ 
side. 

I know some people see the 
Trust as detached and opaque, 
and I’ve had my own issues in 
dealing with it before I became 
a trustee, but where there are 
challenges there are also oppor¬ 
tunities. 

I want to be a part of an or¬ 
ganisation that’s in a great po¬ 
sition to make a positive 
difference to North Kensing¬ 
ton. I’ve recently been involved 
in many meetings at the Trust 
and met a lot of the staff. I can 
see a desire to be more inclu¬ 
sive and to engage with people. 
I want to make sure the inten¬ 
tions of those in Westway Trust 
lead to good decisions and de¬ 
cision-making to be more 
transparent. Due to the vast 
amount of technology at hand 
we can reach out and under¬ 
stand the people we’re here to 
serve. I’ve already expressed to 
the staff regarding how my 
own experience might be help¬ 
ful here. 

I’m particularly keen to see 
the Trust engage with young 
people more, offering different 
types of activities such as read¬ 
ing classes, poetry, activities - 
things which will expand the 
minds of the next generation. 
To attract young people, social 
media is also something we 
should be embracing. I have 
worked with the Hip Hop 
Shakespeare Company (THSC) 
that is based in the Ladbroke 
Grove area. It offers workshops 
and educational programmes to 
young people about the works 
of Shakespeare and hip hop. A 
great example that we could 
learn from. 

I’m excited to be a trustee of 
the Westway Trust. It’s an or¬ 
ganisation with an incredible 
opportunity to play a great role 
in a unique part of London. I 
really hope that I can be one of 
many people who play a part in 
making the most of the oppor¬ 
tunities going forward. 


opinion with another doctor to 
compare. 

“To avoid any potential confu¬ 
sion or misunderstanding about 
the health and medical status of 
a patient, it is imperative before 
any cosmetic procedure takes 
place that the patient must dis¬ 
cuss his/her health with the sur¬ 
geon and have an honest and 
truthful conversation about any 
medication they are taking, and 
the surgeon must discuss the pro¬ 
cedure in full. 

“This should be backed up in 


writing by the use of a consent 
form so no procedure relies on 
verbal communications. 

“The consent form is legal 
proof that the surgeon has dis¬ 
cussed every aspect relating to 
potential risk before surgery 
takes place - invasive or non-in- 
vasive. Even if the form is com¬ 
pleted in advance of the surgery 
day, the consultant must always 
go through the form on the day 
and check if anything has 
changed. This form is then kept 
on file for several years. Without 


these measures in place, people 
could be left in the hands of un¬ 
scrupulous practitioners.” 

Dr Hamza is a cosmetic sculp¬ 
tor with an international reputa¬ 
tion. He has been practising 
cosmetic surgery for over 20 
years and is ranked as one of the 
best practitioners in his field. He 
is currently consulting at Queen 
Anne Street Medical Centre, a 
modern and comfortable practice 
in the heart of London. 

For further information, visit 
www.drhamza .co .uk 
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D-day for new 
development 

CONSERVATIONISTS are calling on 
councillors to shelve controversial 
proposals to tear down Victorian 
buildings in Ealing Broadway and 
put up new homes and shops in 
their place. 

The destiny of the second phase 
of the Arcadia development 
opposite Ealing Broadway station 
looksset to be determined at an 
Ealing Council planning committee 
meeting on Thursday, February 25. 

Development managers 
Londonnewcastle, together with 
site owners Benson Elliot, want to 
redevelop 9-42 The Broadway and 
transform it into 188 homes, 20 
new shops, a new pedestrian route 
and a 5,000 square feet music 
venue. 

But Heritage England's David 
English, opposes the idea, he said: 
"The Ealing town centre 
conservation area will no longer 
merit its status." 

Also opposing the development 
are the Victorian Society, Ealing 
Civic Society and Save Ealing's 
Centre who have launched a 
petition. 

Jewellery taken 

POLICE in Westminster are 
investigating a series of jewellery 
robberies in which lone woman 
have been targeted. 

Officers report that five similar 
incidents are being investigated in 
the borough at present. These 
have taken place over a five-month 
period between October 2015 and 
February 2016. 


Estate agents say high streets 
are ‘paved with property gold’ 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

THE number of estate agents opening 
in London is booming. 

Latest figures show an increase of more 
than eight per cent - that’s a new estate 
agent’s office opening every 1.6 days. 

Property prices in the capital have rock¬ 
eted because of high demand and a lack of 
supply, according to research carried out by 
online estate agents HouseSimple.com 

There are currently just under 2,900 es¬ 
tate agents in London, up by 220 in the past 
12 months (2,661 agents in February, 
2015). In Westminster alone, the number of 
estate agents has increased by more than a 
quarter (27.4 per cent) in a year, from 179 
to 228. More than a third of London bor¬ 
oughs (11 out of 32) now have more than 
100 estate agents each. 

With demand for property in London 
showing little signs of cooling and average 
property prices in the capital up almost 17 
per cent in the past year, according to the 
Halifax, high street estate agents have been 
opening new offices at the rate of 18 a 
month. 

HouseSimple.com figures reveal that 
there are now an average of 90 estate agent 
branches in every London borough. Isling¬ 
ton has seen the number of high street 
agents rise by 26.1 per cent in a year, while 
the borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
has seen a 15.9 per cent increase. The only 
borough to experience a drop in the number 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 


Get the compensation you deserve! 


rc( eived 
£ 16,000 


"Handled suprr-cffir willy and as 
quickly as possible, with a friendly 
assured and relaxed manner Highly 
recommended all round,” 



of estate agents in the past 12 months is En¬ 
field, with a 6.5 per cent fall. 

Experts say the sheer number of estate 
agent branches in London highlights a con¬ 
cern over the lack of diversity on many of 
the capital’s local high streets. 

HouseSimple.com calculated how many 
estate agents there are on popular London 
high streets, by counting the number of es¬ 
tate agent branches within a quarter of a 
mile of major Tube stations. 

The research revealed that Walthamstow 
and Borough both have a staggering 18 es¬ 
tate agents within a quarter of a mile of their 
respective tube stations. Wimbledon, Ealing 
Broadway, Canary Wharf and Turnham 
Green each have 17. 

Alex Gosling, the chief executive of 
HouseSimple.com, said: “Estate agents 
have been making hay while the sun shines, 
opening more than 200 new offices in just 
12 months. It’s not surprising, when just 
one office can make hundreds of thousands 
of pounds in fees in a year. London high 
streets are literally paved with property 
gold. 

“It’s impossible to walk down a local 
high street in London now without passing 
an estate agent’s window, but Londoners 
will still be surprised to know there are al¬ 
most 3,000 estate agents in the capital. 

“It’s a staggering number, particularly 
when you consider most people now start 
their property searches online, and may 
never actually venture into a high street 
agent’s office.” 

However, Londoners 
struggling to buy a home 
will be thrown a lifeline 
from April as a shake-up 
of the shared-ownership 
rules will mean that 
175,000 more Londoners 
are eligible for this route 
to owning a home. 

Planners demand that 
affordable housing is in¬ 
tegrated with more ex¬ 
pensive private housing, 
so often flats are for sale 
at swish developments 
where open-market 
homes cost millions of 
pounds. 

For example, the Jes- 
sops building at New 
Providence Wharf in 
Docklands has flats from 
£96,563 for 25 per cent. 
Call Genesis on 0800 954 
0040. 


Callusfreeon OJ22 

We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 



hodge jones & alien 


London borough 

Number 

of estate 

agents 

in 

borough 

(2015) 

Number 

of estate 
agents in 
borough 
(2016) 

% rise/fall 
in estate 
agents 
numbers 

in the 
past 12 
months 

Barking & Dagenham 

25 

28 

12.0 

Barnet 

122 

125 

2.5 

Bexley 

52 

55 

5.8 

Brent 

60 

64 

6.7 

Bromley 

110 

116 

5.5 

Camden 

109 

120 

10.1 

Croydon 

98 

103 

5.1 

Ealing 

87 

91 

4.6 

Enfield 

92 

86 

-6.5 

Greenwich 

64 

70 

9.4 

Hackney 

65 

74 

13.8 

Hammersmith & Fulham 

82 

95 

15.9 

Haringey 

58 

61 

5.2 

Harrow 

67 

67 

0 

Havering 

53 

56 

5.7 

Hillingdon 

69 

73 

5.8 

Hounslow 

59 

65 

10.2 

Islington 

88 

111 

26.1 

Kensington & Chelsea 

127 

137 

7.9 

Kingston upon Thames 

58 

64 

10.3 

Lambeth 

79 

85 

7.6 

Lewisham 

71 

79 

11.3 

Merton 

62 

64 

3.2 

Newham 

74 

76 

2.7 

Redbridge 

77 

77 

0 

Richmond upon Thames 

91 

101 

11.0 

Southwark 

92 

103 

12.0 

Sutton 

46 

50 

8.7 

Tower Hamlets 

131 

135 

3.1 

Waltham Forest 

61 

62 

1.6 

Wandsworth 

153 

160 

4.6 

Westminster 

179 

228 

27.4 

TOTAL 

2,661 

2,881 

8.3 


Solar future should be bright 


LONDON has the potential to 
deliver a massive increase in 
solar power over the next 
decade, according to a report 
released this week by campaign 
group Greenpeace, which is 
calling on all of the London 
mayoral candidates to come 
forward with a detailed plan to 
boost the city’s flagging solar 
industry. 

The report comes as the cap¬ 
ital has become the worst per¬ 
forming major city and region 
in the UK for solar adoption. 

Mayoral hopefuls Sadiq 
Khan (Labour) and the Conser¬ 
vatives’ Zac Goldsmith, have 
said they want to boost the 
city’s solar sector, but the 


Greenpeace report challenges 
them to adopt specific policies 
to improve the adoption of 
solar technologies across the 
capital. 

The report highlights how 
just 0.5 per cent of London’s 
3.4 million homes use solar 
power, lagging far behind 
adoption rates in the rest of the 
country. 

It argues that a raft of poli¬ 
cies could drive faster adoption 
of solar technologies, including 
“establishing a London Solar 
Task Force to bring together 
communities, investors, and in¬ 
dustry groups; installing solar 
panels in unused spaces owned 
by Transport for London and 


City Hall; and loaning out roof 
space to community energy 
projects”. 

The report also suggests that 
so-called green bonds could be 
issued to fund solar projects in 
the capital. Furthermore, the re¬ 
port makes the case for a Lon¬ 
don equivalent of the feed-in 
tariff to restore some of the in¬ 
centives cut last year by the 
government. 

The campaign group said 
analysis by the consultants En¬ 
ergy for London showed these 
measures could deliver a ten¬ 
fold increase in solar power 
across London by 2025, deliv¬ 
ering solar panels on close to 
200,000 London rooftops. 
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Recycle more! 

Win 

Simply pop a Golden Ticket 
in with your clean recycling 



Find your Golden Tickets inside this newspaper or visit 
www.wrwa.gov.uk/GoldenTicket 
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Royal Albert 
Hall is going 
to the movies 


BY NICKY SWEETLAND 

nicky@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


DINOSAURS and aliens 
are set to inhabit the Royal 
Albert Hall later this year 
as the world famous venue 
unveils its inaugural film 
festival. 

Some of the most famous 
film scores of all time will be 
performed live to accompany 
screenings of smash hit films 
including Independence Day, 
Jurassic Park and Aliens. 

London’s beloved concert 
hall will host a programme of 
film-and-live-orchestra which 
also includes 90s action block¬ 
busters Raiders of the Lost Ark, 
Gladiator and ET - and a daz¬ 
zling new show celebrating 
classic westerns. 

As a special treat for Inde¬ 
pendence Day fans, the one-off, 
20th anniversary event will also 
include a unique pre-show talk 
from composer David Arnold, 
discussing his work scoring In¬ 
dependence Day, Sherlock and 
five Bond films - as well as the 
closing ceremony of the 2012 
Olympics - before the Royal 
Philharmonic Concert Orches¬ 
tra takes to the stage to accom¬ 
pany the movie in full. 

Mr Arnold said: “The Royal 
Albert Hall is such an iconic 
venue and a personal favourite 
of mine -it’s always an honour 
to be on the stage, especially 
with your own material. The 
Hall screams ‘event’ and Inde¬ 
pendence Day was one of the 
biggest event movies of the last 
30 years. 

“Hopefully my pre-film talk 
will get people excited all over 
again to see it and to really ap¬ 
preciate the amazing work that 
is being done by Nicholas Dodd 
- in both his orchestrations and 
conducting - and also the play¬ 
ers, who may not have much 
puff left at the end of the 
evening.” 

Lucy Noble, director of 
events at the venue, said: 
“David is one of the most dis¬ 


tinctive and important com¬ 
posers around today, and Inde¬ 
pendence Day is among his 
most striking works: a stirring, 
Grammy-winning soundtrack to 
a riotously enjoyable block¬ 
buster. 

“As part of the event, fans 
will also get a rare chance to 
hear David talk about his 
ground-breaking and wide- 
ranging career working on 
many of the most popular and 
important pop cultural phenom¬ 
ena of his era, from landmark 
TV shows to unforgettable 
films, as well as a night that 
made Britain the centre of the 
universe.” 

Independence Day is a 
thrilling, all-action movie - di¬ 
rected by Roland Emmerich - 
about a bunch of disparate 
Americans banding together to 
see off a terrifying alien inva¬ 
sion. It confirmed Will Smith's 
status as a major new star and 
features commanding support¬ 
ing performances from Jeff 
Goldblum, Bill Pullman, Mary 
McDonnell and Randy Quaid. 

It was the most popular film 
of its year - second only then to 
Jurassic Park in the all-time 
box-office list - and won an 
Oscar for its jawdropping ef¬ 
fects work. A long-awaited se¬ 
quel arrives at cinemas in June. 

The hall’s pioneering film- 
and-live-orchestra programme 
launched in 2009 with The Lord 
of the Rings trilogy and scored 
recent sell-out shows, including 
West Side Story, Titanic and 
Gladiator - which returns in 
May. 

This year the programme 
also contains the John Williams’ 
classic score to Jurassic Park, 
as the venue hosts the world 
premiere of Steven Spielberg’s 
1993 masterpiece as a film-and- 
live-orchestra extravaganza. 

The shows on November 4 
and 5 will see the film screened 
in full - and in high-definition 
on a giant screen - as the unfor¬ 
gettable music is played live on 
stage by the Royal Philhar¬ 
monic Concert Orchestra. 



■ ACTION PACKED: David 
Arnold, who composed the 
theme to the blockbuster 
movie Indepence Day, will 
take part later this year in a 
powerful combination of 
cinematography and music 
at the Royal Albert Hall 


Cheers! Offices allowed the beer essentials 


AN enterprising office facility in 
Soho is treating thirsty work¬ 
ers - by offering them unlimited 
beer on tap for free. 

At We Work’s premises, peo¬ 
ple renting desk space have been 
able to enjoy an alcoholic drink 
in the office since last April. 

But the rental company’s 
bosses said they were unaware 
that they needed to have a li¬ 
cence to serve alcohol at the 
premises. 

Westminster Council this 
week granted the office rental 
operator permission for the tap 
to remain after the firm’s 
lawyers made representations to 


a council committee. Explaining 
the concept to the committee, 
solicitor for WeWork Craig 
Baylis said: “It’s Friday, and I’ve 
had enough. 

“I go to the beer tap, help my¬ 
self with my mug or whatever 
then I go back to my office and 
drink my beer while I finish off 
my work. There’s nothing to 
stop anyone from taking the beer 
back to their screen.” 

Mr Baylis added that the beer 
tap was available for office 
workers to help themselves 
“whenever they want” but 
stressed it was not a facility that 
was “abused”. 


“Those using the office space 
don’t want to spend their entire 
day drinking free booze,” Mr 
Baylis said. 

Despite the application being 
approved, committee chair 
councillor Angela Harvey 
pointed out that beer was the 
only alcoholic beverage on offer, 
telling Mr Baylis: “So, it’s just 
beer for the boys then.” 

The WeWork network has 
eight other hireable office spaces 
across London which offer a free 
licensed beer tap, including in 
Spitalfields, Old Street, Moor- 
gate and the South Bank. 

WeWork offers office space 


for hire across the world, with 
desks available in Soho from 
£475 per month. 

The firm says on its website: 
“We are helping to create a 
world where people work to 
make a life, not just a living. 
There has been a macro shift to¬ 
wards a new way of work - one 
focused on a movement towards 
meaning. WeWork is accelerat¬ 
ing this movement.” 

The firm says of its Soho fa¬ 
cility: “Once a music publishing 
house, the WeWork Soho loca¬ 
tion is now a tight-knit entre- 
prenuerial community. The 
historic building is centrally lo¬ 


cated and re¬ 
tains much of 
its original 
charm, like its 
large bay win¬ 
dows and ex¬ 
posed brick 
walls. It’s the 
perfect spot for 
anyone in the 
creative indus¬ 
try.” 


■ OUR ROUND: 
Workers enjoy a 
free drink at 
WeWork in Soho 



Accolades for 
garden design 
students 

LONDON College of Garden 
Design graduates triumphed 
once again at last month's 
Society of Garden Designers 
Awards - with two graduates 
receiving two awards each. 

Emily Erlam won in the Small 
Budget Garden category for The 
Experimental Station, for which 
the judges said: "A modest 
design that is fundamentally 
more interesting because of it. 
Simple but fun." 

Emily was also jointly awarded 
the Future Designer award for 
her"interesting modern take on 
a country garden" built by 
Landform Consultants. 

She said:"To win an award is 
an amazing feeling. For me the 
award was an opportunity to 
take a pause and reflect on the 
success of the garden and know 
for this moment, this garden was 
recognised for being great." 

An LCGD graduate once again 
triumphed in the Student of the 
Year Award with Tom Massey, 
who graduated in 2015, winning 
both domestic and commercial 
categories for work completed 
on his one-year garden design 
diploma course. 

Tom said: "Having my work 
singled out and praised by 
judges Sarah Eberle and Cleve 
West, both multiple award¬ 
winning designers, was an 
honour. LCGD provided me with 
an inspiring education; hopefully 
winning the awards will provide 
the catalyst I need to launch my 
new career." 

Andrew Wilson, director of 
garden design studies at LCGD, 
said:"We're delighted that our 
students are leaving the college 
with a firm basis in design that is 
recognised by the Society of 
Garden Designers. To have 
graduates winning awards so 
consistently is testament to the 
skill and professionalism of our 
tutors and lecturers that they 
meet on the course." 

The college, based at Kew, also 
offers short courses there, at RHS 
Garden Wisley, Regent's 
University in central London and 
at its satellite hub in Crewe. 

Clear square 
of Yodas, plea 

THE north end of Trafalgar 
Square should be cleared of 
buskers and Yoda street 
performers, according to the 
National Gallery's new director. 

At the opening of a new 
exhibition, Gabriele Finaldi said 
he wanted to make the area 
around the gallery "a space that 
works for us", The Times reports. 

The paved area has become a 
popular place for street artists, 
especially people dressed as 
"levitating Yodas". 

During the opening of 
Delacroix and the Rise of Modem 
Art, Mr Finaldi recalled how 
when he worked for the gallery 
in the 1990s the North Terrace 
was a street. 

"I don't remember the 
bagpipes or the Yodas or the 
oompah band player who shoots 
flames out of his tuba or the Elvis 
impersonator or the west African 
evangelist preacher," he said. 

The area was pedestrianised in 
2003 and attracts performers 
who arrive early each morning to 
claim the best spot. 

Trafalgar Square is looked 
after by Westminster City 
Council. It said it wanted to make 
sure "we keep a vibrant feel to 
the area". 
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Pupils go 
extra mile 
for school 

MORE London pupils cross 
council boundaries to attend 
school than anywhere else in 
England, according to London 
Councils, which represents the 
32 boroughs and the City of Lon¬ 
don. 

More than 136,000 pupils ed¬ 
ucated in the capital are being 
taught at a school outside of the 
local authority they live in, 13 
per cent of the total. This is dou¬ 
ble the proportion of pupils who 
cross council boundaries to at¬ 
tend school or college in England 
as a whole. 

This figure includes more than 
80,000 secondary school stu¬ 
dents, 20 per cent of London’s 
secondary school population. 
This is more than double the nine 
per cent of secondary school stu¬ 
dents in England who do this. 

In Greater Manchester, which 
is an urban area comparable with 
London, 22,474 pupils attend a 
school outside the local authority 
they live in, 6 per cent of the total 
number of pupils being educated 
there. 

Cllr Peter John, London Coun¬ 
cils’ executive member for chil¬ 
dren, skills and employment, 
said: “London’s schools are the 
best performing in the country 
and the capital’s extensive trans¬ 
port network means that parents 
have the option to choose the 
right school for their child no 
matter where they live. As a re¬ 
sult, London pupils are more 
likely to travel across a council 
boundary to attend school. 

“As the government seeks to 
review school funding, it is of 
paramount importance that no 
child in London is disadvantaged 
by reforms. High cross-border 
movement is just one example of 
how unique and complex Lon¬ 
don’s education system is.” 


■ GET REGISTERED: The 
Electoral Commission has 
enlisted the support of 
Hollyoaks actors in a 
campaign to encourage 
young people to register to 
vote. The commission is 
targeting 18 to 24-year- 
olds and private renters 
with a series of adverts 
featuring the soap stars, 
which will air exclusively 
on Channel 4 and E4 ahead 
of elections later this year. 
Research by the 
commission in 2014 found 
both groups are less likely 
to be registered. Around 
25% of 18 and 19-year-olds 
and 30% of 20 to 24-year- 
olds were unregistered, 
compared with just 5% of 
those aged 65 and over. 
While more than 35% of 
private renters had not 
registered, compared with 
just 6% of people who own 
their home outright and 
11 % of home owners with 
a mortgage had not done 
so. Channel 4 
commissioning editor Lee 
Mason said Channel 4 and 
E4 has a "special 
connection" with younger 
TV viewers. "I'm thrilled 
that Hollyoaks, in 
particular, can play an 
important role in 
educating young people of 
the importance of 
registering to vote," he 
said. The advert will 
feature actors Jennifer 
Metcalfe, Amanda 
Clapham, pictured, Jazmine 
Franks and Duayne 
Boachie. The public have 
until April 18 to register to 
take part in polls this May, 
which include local council 
and mayoral elections as 
well as devolved 
government elections in 
Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland 



Mayor’s special envoys tasked 
with cracking down on slavery 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON Mayor Boris John¬ 
son has appointed two special 
envoys to help combat human 
trafficking. 

The mayor’s longstanding 
concern about the scale of 
modern slavery was increased 
by new Home Office research 
which estimated there were be¬ 
tween 10,000 and 13,000 po¬ 
tential victims in the UK in 
2013 and more than half of 
these were initially located in 
London and the home counties. 

In a bid to raise awareness 
and help tackle the issue of 
human trafficking in London, 
Mr Johnson has appointed An¬ 
thony Steen CBE, chairman of 
the Human Trafficking Foun¬ 
dation, and Sir John Randall, 
vice-chairman of the Human 
Trafficking Foundation, as his 
special envoys. 


Through their work for the 
foundation, both have consid¬ 
erable experience in this field, 
including Anthony Steen form¬ 
ing the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on Human Trafficking 
in 2006 and the foundation 
playing a pivotal role in the 
content of the 2010 Anti-Slav¬ 
ery Day Bill. 

They will keep the mayor 
updated on the extent of the 
problem and measures being 
taken to tackle human traffick¬ 
ing, including the foundation’s 
own work, for which major 
funding awards have recently 
been secured from the Michael 
Bishop Foundation, partnered 
by the London’s City Bridge 
Trust. 

Current projects include 
tracking victims once they 
leave safe houses after the 
statutory 45 days has expired, 
to prevent them returning to 
their traffickers. Hundreds of 


trafficked children arrive in the 
UK from all over the world but 
go missing soon after they ar¬ 
rive. 

Mr Johnson said: “I am de¬ 
lighted that Anthony and John 
have agreed to become my spe¬ 
cial envoys for human traffick¬ 
ing and modern day slavery, 
bringing their knowledge and 
passion to raise increased 
awareness of these horrific 
crimes, which have no place in 
our capital city or this country.” 

The appointments build on 
work the Mayor’s Office for 
Policing And Crime has carried 
out to help tackle human traf¬ 
ficking. As an associate partner 
in the European Communities 
Against Trafficking Project, 
MOPAC has hosted confer¬ 
ences at City Hall to share 
learning and good practice 
across London boroughs. 

The Metropolitan Police are 
also part of the Pan-London 


Trafficking Forum, a partner- 
led initiative which co-ordi¬ 
nates and supports activities to 
drive down modern slavery. 

Anthony Steen said: “Al¬ 
though Britain has set the pace 
in fighting human trafficking 
worldwide by the introduction 
of the Modern Slavery Act, it 
will not on its own rid the na¬ 
tion of modern day slavery. 

“Young women continue to 
be deceived and end up in 
‘brothels’ rather than as restau¬ 
rant waitresses. Men are regu¬ 
larly misled when accepting 
work in the construction and 
hospitality industries, having 
their passports confiscated and 
not getting paid, ending up in 
debt bondage to the traffickers. 

“The European Union recent 
estimates were that at least 
150,000 victims a year are traf¬ 
ficked in and around EU coun¬ 
tries, with numbers increasing. 
We want to ensure traffickers 


can be discovered at the source, 
and innocent victims better 
warned of the dangers of ac¬ 
cepting ‘too good to be true’ 
job offers. 

“There is an unhealthy veil 
of secrecy which pervades traf¬ 
ficking, which has to be lifted 
if better results are to be 
achieved.” 

Sir John said: “I’m delighted 
with the mayor’s appointment 
to tackle the problems of mod¬ 
ern day slavery, which is grow¬ 
ing fast. It is extremely 
troubling how so many vulner¬ 
able victims there are, and how 
easily they succumb to ruthless 
and violent traffickers. 

“Trafficking is the worst 
form of modern day slavery, 
and our task will be to get to 
grips with the scale and meth¬ 
ods used by traffickers and 
work with agencies and part¬ 
ners on tackling these horrific 
crimes.” 


Bridge cycle 
route ‘could 
be improved’ 

PROPOSALS for a new cycle 
route over Waterloo Bridge are 
not safe enough, campaigners 
insisted this week. 

The route from the 
Southbankto Embankment will 
form part of the Central 
London Cycling Grid linking 
key destinations in London 
after it was unveiled by 
Westminster City Council. 

It will be used by 579 cyclists 
an hour during peak times. 
Single yellow lines have been 
replaced with double lines and 
parking is suspended 24 hours 
a day. 

The aim of the route is to 
"reduce potential conflict" with 
vehicles and help overcome 
some of the barriers to cycling 
for less confident riders. 

London Cycling Campaign 
said while the changes were 
good news, more still needed 
to be done to protect cyclists. 

Councillor Heather Acton, 
Westminster City Council's 
cabinet member for 
sustainability and parking, said 
there had been a 20 per cent 
increase in the number of 
cyclists using roads in the 
borough in the last year and 
the council is "harnessing this 
enthusiasm" by providing more 
cycle infrastructure 
improvements across 
Westminster. 

The council said it would 
invest £40 million in creating a 
better environment for cyclist 
and pedestrians and a number 
of 'Quietway' cycle routes will 
be implemented over the next 
year. 

In harmony 

A LEADING conductor has 
backed controversial plans for 
the £278 million Centre for 
Music in London. 

Yuri Bashmet, director of the 
New Russia State Symphony 
Orchestra, urged decision 
makers to trust the view of Sir 
Simon Rattle, who has said that 
the capital lacks a world-class 
venue. 

Chancellor George Osborne 
and Mayor Boris Johnson have 
commissioned a £5.5 million 
development project to build a 
business case for a 1,900- 
capacity, state-of-the-art 
facility on the site of the 
current Museum of London 
near the Barbican - and it is 
scheduled to open in 2023. 

Mr Bashmet said the Barbican, 
Festival Hall and Royal Albert 
Hall were "very good", but that 
all great cities needed to "think 
of the future". He urged people 
to trust Sir Simon. 

Tiny fortune 

A TINY and delapidated store 
room has been sold for a 
£82,500 - because it has a 
fashionable west London 
postcode, estate agents say. 

The cubby-hole in South 
Kensington was bought at 
auction last Thursday after the 
buyer coughed up more than 
double the guide price of 
£35,000. 

The store room, which boasts 
a shabby-looking sink and 
discoloured walls, was not 
measured by the estate agent, 
Allsop, but was described as 
being "very small" 
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Queen’s chorus of approval 


W HO does The 
Queen listen to on 
the radio at break¬ 
fast these days? It’s doubt¬ 
ful that it’s the 
“agenda-setting” Today pro¬ 
gramme, as we now under¬ 
stand that the argumentative 
Radio 4 flagship leaves Her 
Majesty vexed and an¬ 
noyed. 

Matthew Bannister, the former 
Radio 1 chief who now hosts 
Radio 4’s popular obituary show 
Last Word, recently revealed 
that, along with 57 million other 
Brits, The Queen is not a fan of 
Today, the current affairs show 
which has become distinguished 
by the interruptive grilling that 
regular hosts John Humphrys 
and Sarah Montague dish out to 
their guests, writes Geoff Baker. 

Although senior politicians 
tune in to Today to hear who is 
getting a bashing from 
Humphrys in his self-made role 
as Devil’s advocate, it appears 
that The Queen does not join 
them. 

Bannister revealed that when 
he met The Queen at her visit to 
Broadcasting House a little while 
back, he asked her who she lis¬ 
tened to in the mornings. 

“She said ‘Terry Wogan, the 
Today programme makes me 


cross’,” Bannister announced on 
Radio 4. 

That The Queen was a TOG 
[Terry’s Old Gals] will surprise 
nobody at the palace. Some years 
ago, after she was so disap¬ 
pointed that his weekday radio 
show had been moved to Sunday 
morning, airing when she was at 
church, she invited Wogan to 
dine with her and other VIP 
guests at Windsor Castle. 

According at the time to The 
Sunday Telegraph, for which the 
national treasure was a colum¬ 
nist, a courtier reported that “Her 
Majesty was adamant that she 
should sit next to Wogan”, 
doubtless to catch up on all the 
chat missed by the obligation to 
Matins. 

To be fair to John Humphrys, 
he too has been entertained at a 
private lunch with The Queen - 
and it was at that occasion at 
Buckingham Palace that he re¬ 
quested an on-air interview with 
Her Majesty, who replied with 
one her classic put-downs. 

“She said ‘No’,” said 
Humphrys. “And she added, 
'What’s more, if one were to do 
an interview it would not be with 
you’.” 

But who does Her Majesty lis¬ 
ten to when breakfasting on her 
preferred-brown boiled eggs? It 
is difficult to believe that her 
choice is Wogan’s replacement, 



I ANNIVERSARY SALUTE: Katherine Jernkins will sing in tribute to the Queen when the monarch marks her 90th birthday 


the Chris Evans show, with its 
playlist regularly featuring the 
likes of Led Zeppelin, the Stone 
Roses and Def Leppard. 

The smart money is going on 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MUSTARD IS THE ANSWER - ALL DAY 
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH DINING 


A new restaurant will 
be bringing a taste of 
English tradition to 
west London when it 
opens its doors for the 
first time next week. 

Mustard, an all-day dining 
experience, is offering a mouth¬ 
watering menu based on home 
grown grub straight from the 
British Isles. 

Masterminded by owners 
Lawrence Hartley, Tim Healy 
and Jason Wild, Mustard 
combines comfortable 

surroundings and fine food at 
affordable prices. 

Carefully sourced from farm to 
fork, the restaurant's 'British 
brasserie' theme is set to entice 
diners from all corners of the 
capital when it opens in Brook 
Green, Hammersmith, next 
month. 

Mr Wild, one of the three joint 
owners behind the venture, will 
also be heading up a talented 
kitchen team. 

With 26 years experience and a 
CV that includes stints at the 
Royal Opera House and the 



National Theatre, he is 
determined to make a success 
of his latest project. 

"There is more than enough 
good English fare out there," he 
said. "Now is the time to get in 
there and get on with it. 

"We are really excited to be 
moving into this part of London. 
The area has got huge 
potential. 

"Our dream is to run a collection 
of restaurants but the ethos will 
remain the same." 

Mustard opens for lunchtime 
and evening service on March 
1st. A cake and coffee menu is 
also available. 


the bet that in the absence of 
Wogan, The Queen has turned 
the dial over to Classic FM in 
order to hear songs by another 
royal favourite, Katherine 
Jen kin s. 

Katherine, dubbed “the new 
Forces’ sweetheart” for her 
work supporting British troops 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, is fast 
becoming the new royals’ 
sweetheart too. 

Over the past 10 years 
Katherine has built up a firm 
following at Buckingham 
Palace through her perform¬ 
ances for The Queen - at Royal 
Variety Performances, festivals 
of remembrance organised by 
the Royal British Legion, the 
funeral of Baroness Thatcher 
and events for VE Day 60 and 
VE Day 70. 

Now the 35-year-old Welsh 
star is to launch her own series 
of concerts in tribute to The 
Queen, with seven shows to 
mark Her Majesty’s 90th birth¬ 
day this year. 

Katherine was personally 
chosen by The Queen to head¬ 
line the entertainment at the of¬ 
ficial birthday celebrations at 
Windsor Castle, where she will 
perform to 20,000, including 
Her Majesty and other mem¬ 
bers of the royal family, at pag¬ 
eants to be held from May 12 
to 15. 

Following those gigs, 
Katherine will give “my very 
own tribute to Her Majesty” 
with concerts to mark The 
Queen’s 90th in Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall on June 15 and 
at the Royal Albert Hall on 
June 18. She will be 
singing royal favourites 
including We ’ll Meet 
Again, Jerusalem, Rule 
Britannia, Amazing 
Grace, I Could Have 
Danced All Night, How 
Great Thou Art and Land 
Of Hope And Glory. 

And now that the Albert Hall 


sold out within hours, the offi¬ 
cial mascot for the Wales rugby 
union team, who is fast becom¬ 
ing the official mascot for the 
royal team, has added another 
date to celebrate The Queen’s 
birthday, at Hampton Court 
Palace on June 23. 

Besides singing for the roy¬ 
als, Katherine has now also 
been recruited to their “side”; 
she has just been appointed the 
first official ambassador for 
Prince Harry’s Invictus Games, 
which will be held in a giant 
stadium in Florida in May and 
where wounded, injured or sick 
members and veterans of the 
Armed Services will take part 
in a Paralympic-style games in 
Orlando. 

President Obama is expected 
to be Prince Harry’s guest at 
the Invictus Games and 
Katherine, who has enter¬ 
tained troops in Iraq, is 
tipped to perform there 
too. 

Katherine, who is also 
a trustee of the British 
Forces Foundation and 
has entertained the troops 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Kosovo, Cyprus and 
Northern Ireland, said: 
“Supporting the men, 
women and families 
who serve our 


country has always been an im¬ 
portant part of my life, and I 
am extremely honoured to 
serve as an ambassador for the 
2016 Invictus Games. I look 
forward to celebrating and ho¬ 
nouring the sacrifices of vet¬ 
eran and active duty service 
members and their families 
from around the world in 
May.” 

As both the royal family and 
the Government place a high 
value on those who support the 
Services, it would surprise few 
if Katherine, who was awarded 
the OBE in 2014, is among the 
names of those to be made a 
Dame Commander of the 
British Empire in The Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List in June. 
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Could Hirst 
art feature 
in birthday 
salute to 
the Queen? 

A S enthusiasm mounts 
for the idea of an ex¬ 
hibition of 90 paint¬ 
ings of The Queen to mark 
her official birthday this 
summer, speculation is 
growing that such a gallery 
could include a “new” 
work by Damien Hirst and 
another by Her Majesty’s 
favourite rock star. 

Hirst’s painting, Beautiful 
Portrait, The Queen, was given 
to the nation last year by the for¬ 
mer ‘bad boy of British art’ and 
overlooked until it was discov¬ 
ered in a recent inventory of the 
Government Art Collection. 

The portrait, which was cre¬ 
ated through the “spin” tech¬ 
nique that helped to make Hirst 
famous, has not been displayed 
in public since it was completed 
in 2014. But now it is believed 
to be among the favourites for a 
possible show of different views 
of The Queen by big names of 
the art world, including James 
Lloyd, Michael Noakes, Susan 
Ryder, Andy Warhol and per¬ 
haps even Lucien Freund, 
whose portrait of Her Majesty 
caused much controversy. 

Another painter whose work 
could be included if the idea for 
90 portraits is given the green 
light by Buckingham Palace is 
Sir Paul McCartney. 

Sir Paul is a great admirer of 
Her Majesty and the feeling is 
mutual. The Queen has sup¬ 
ported a number of his projects, 
including official opening his 
fame school, the Liverpool In¬ 
stitute for Performing Arts, in 
1996, and six years later, she 
opened an exhibition of his 
paintings at the city’s Walker 
Art Gallery. 
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■ MODERN VIEW: Artist Damien Hirst, the former "bad boy'of British art, produced a painting saluting The Queen 


On that occasion the exhibi¬ 
tion did not include three paint¬ 
ings which Sir Paul had done of 
The Queen, entitled A Greener 
Queen, The Queen Getting A 
Joke and The Queen After Her 
First Cigarette. 

Sir Paul said at the time: “The 
gallery had the opportunity to 
include the pictures - it was up 
to them. 

“I would have been happy to 
have shown them to The 


Queen - they are very affection¬ 
ate and I think she has a good 
sense of humour. She’s a fine 
woman.” 

Although the former Beatle’s 
royal studies were excluded 
from the Liverpool show, 
there’s a good chance that one 
or all of them could hang in a 90 
Faces Of The Queen exhibition, 
if it goes ahead, not least as she 
appears to like his impressionist 
work. 


“I think she liked them. She 
said they were very colourful 
and I took that as a great com¬ 
pliment,” said Sir Paul. 

However, one painting that is 
not expected to make the pro¬ 
posed show is a stylised study of 
The Queen as a child on a horse 
which was presented to her by 
German President Joachim 
Gauck. 

Artist Nicole Leidenfrost had 
painted Princess Elizabeth rid¬ 


ing a blue pony which was 
flecked in yellow and green, 
prompting Her Majesty to ob¬ 
serve, “that’s a funny colour for 
a horse”. 

In the painting the pony’s 
reins are held by The Queen’s 
father George VI. She asked 
President Gauck: “Is that sup¬ 
posed to be my father?” Mr 
Gauck said: “Don’t you recog¬ 
nise him?” and his guest replied 
“no”. 


Prince Regent at cross purposes 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


WE are indebted to every¬ 
one’s favourite royal his¬ 
tory pixie, Dr Lucy 
Worsley, for revealing that 
one of our monarchs may 
have been something of a 
cross-dresser. 

Winsome Worsley uncovered 
the little secret whilst research¬ 
ing one of her excellent histories 
for BBC Four, a documentary 
on the importance of power 
dressing among the royals over 
the centuries. 

Because of his father’s men¬ 
tal illness, George IV served as 
Prince Regent from 1811 until 
his own accession in 1820 and 
it appears that during his time as 
understudy he may have inher¬ 
ited some of his dad’s eccentric¬ 
ity, especially when it came to 
dressing up. 



■ REVEALING: Lucy 
Worsley says George IV 
may have been a 
cross-dresser 


“He was a very stylish man,” 
said Dr Worsley, “as his wife 
said of him, ‘it was just a shame 
that he had to be king, as he 
would have made a much better 
hairdresser’.” 

It seems that George also had 
some way to go as a master of 
the housekeeping, for not only 
did he spend the equivalent of 
£19,700,000 on his coronation - 
20 times what it cost to crown 
his father - but he 
spent £2,180,000 of 
that on the corona¬ 
tion robes which 
he only wore 
for a few 
hours. 

He also did 
not exactly 
improve his 
f popularity by 
insisting that his 
entire court wear 


£. 


historic fancy dress for the oc¬ 
casion. 

Some of these outfits - along 
with George IV’s wardrobe - 
are on exhibition at the Museum 
of London, where fashion histo¬ 
rians estimate that the average 
cost of a fancy dress coronation 
costume pressed on the hapless 
courtiers would have been 
around £22,000. 

When George IV died much 
of his wardrobe was auctioned 
off and the Museum of London 
has the sale catalogue; listing 
such lots as his 28 white waist¬ 
coats, 43 pairs of spurs and, 
eagle-eyed museum staff 
pointed out to Dr Worsley, “two 
nun’s dresses and a red petti¬ 
coat”. 

As you do. 

But whilst George IV’s dress¬ 
ing up box may provide the 
means for a bit of a giggle, his 
example may also go to explain¬ 


ing why so many of the current 
royal family like to frequently 
re-wear in public their own styl¬ 
ish outfits, thus avoiding the 
profligacy-fed unpopularity of 
their ancestor. 

“The people thought his ob¬ 
session with clothes was undig¬ 
nified for a king. When he died 
he wasn’t much-mourned be¬ 
cause of it,” said Dr Worsey. 

“After his death, one pam¬ 
phleteer wrote ‘he cared more 
about the tie of a neckcloth than 
he did about Parliamentary re¬ 
form’ and his obituary in The 
Times said ‘never was an indi¬ 
vidual regretted more by his 
people than this deceased king.” 

By contrast, our popular 
Duke of Edinburgh, who is fre¬ 
quently lauded for his impecca¬ 
ble dress sense, is reported to 
still be wearing - and fitting into 
- suits that he first had 50 years 
ago. 


Where to 
see a royal 


FULL details of events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many 
members of the Royal Family are 
available from the official 
website www.royal.gov.uk but 
here's the schedule for the week 
ahead for Where To See A Royal 

February 23 

■ The Queen will visit Crossrail 
Bond Street, 75 Davies Street 
W1. 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Patron, The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award, will attend Receptions 
for young people who have 
achieved the Gold Standard in 
the Award, at St. James's Palace. 

■ The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee, 
The Duke of Edinburgh's Award, 
will visit Terminal 5, London 
Fleathrow Airport, Wayfarer 
Road, Flounslow to celebrate the 
Diamond Anniversary. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 
Chairman,The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award, Women's 
Network Forum, will chair a 
meeting at Shell Headquarters, 
Shell Centre SE1. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
Livability, will attend the Annual 
Awards Ceremony, Floor 6,6 
Mitre Passage, Peninsula Central 
SE10. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 

Chancellor, University of 
Edinburgh, will hold a Dinner at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Princess Alexandra, as Patron, St 
Christopher's Hospice, will 
attend a Reception at the Royal 
Academy, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly. 

■ February 24 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 
Patron, the Kurt Hahn Trust, will 
attend a Dinner to mark the 30th 
anniversary oftheTrust, at the 
Embassy of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, 34 Belgrave Square. 

■ The Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall will attend 
a reception in Lambeth Palace 
Library, Lambeth Palace Road 
SE1. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 

President, RedR UK, will attend a 
Fundraising Reception at the 
Institution of Engineering and 
Technology, 2 Savoy Place WC2. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
The Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport (UK), will 
attend the London Region 12th 
Annual Student Conference, 
Queen Court, University of 
Greenwich, Old Royal Naval 
College. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 

President, Animal Health Trust, 
will hold the Fellowship 
Reception at St James's Palace. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
The Pony Club, will visit Pony 
Club Emergency Action Drills, 
Wormwood Scrubs Pony Centre, 
Wormwood Scrubs Park. 
February 26 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Colonel, Grenadier Guards, will 
attend a Service and Reception 
to mark the 25th anniversary of 
the Regiment's involvement in 
Operation Granby, at the Guards 
Chapel, Wellington Barracks 
SW1E. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 

Honorary President, the 20- 
Ghost Club, will attend the 
Annual General Meeting and 
Dinner at Armourers' Hall, 
Coleman Street EC2. 

■ The Duke of Kent, as 
President, will attend the Friday 
Evening Discourse at The Royal 
Institution of Great Britain, 
Albemarle Street, Mayfair. 

■ The Duke of Kent, as Field 
Marshal, will attend a Service to 
Commemorate the 25th 
Anniversary of Operation 
Granby at St Paul's Cathedral. 
February 29 

■ The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee, 
The Duke of Edinburgh's 
International Award Foundation, 
will attend a meeting at Award 
House, Saint Matthew Street. 













14 London Weekly News 


editorial @ londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Tuesday, February 23rd 2016 



WFNTY 


r Tea and 
Bunton or 
Spice Girls 
reunion? 


Capital nights 


EDITED BY GEOFF BAKER 


Spice Girls on TV, the pair are 
hooking up again to present a new, 
five-nights-a-week show for the BBC. 

But Spice Girls fans aren’t too 
happy about it. Sara and Emma will 
front the team presenting BBC2’s 
latest coals-to-Newcastle show, Too 
Much TV, which will air live at 
suppertime from Monday to Friday, 
starting next week. 

Without a shred of irony, the BBC 
has excitedly announced, “with more 
TV available to us than anyone can 
keep up with, this new series will 
inform viewers about what’s on, be a 
place to glean insight and hear 
opinions, catch the watercooler A 
moments you may have 
missed, and indulge in a good 
old gossip about the biggest , 
shows on TV that week. It will J 
also delve into the archive so 
viewers have the chance to 
enjoy again some of TV’s 
greatest moments.” 

How many TV presenters 
does it take to host a TV show 
about TV? Six - Sara, Emma, 

Rufus Hound, Aled Jones and 
comedians Funmbi Omotayo ^ 
and Susan Caiman. 

“Each weekday, our presenters, all 
self-confessed TV lovers, will pair up 
to present the latest TV news, 
welcome celebrity guests into the 
studio, showcase first-to-air clips and 
go behind the scenes to lift the lid on 
a little TV magic,” says the BBC 
breathlessly. 

This makes the show sound 
somewhat different from the one 
which marked Sara Cox’s TV debut, 
Channel 4’s The Girlie Show, on 
which the young woman who helped 
to create the laddette culture presented 
a slot aimed at ridiculing “old 
poseurs” or, as she then also described 
them, “criminally self-obsessed 
celebrities”. 

The BBC’s press office is keen to 
stress how “super-excited” the team is 
to be presenting the new show which, 
given its slot, should effectively 
cannibalise the audience for its own 
regional news on BBC1. 

“With the premise of the show 
being that there’s Too Much TV, it 
may be hard to see how making more 
of it is going to help. And yet, I’m 
assured by the BBC’s very top 
scientists that it definitely will. I guess 
we’ll just have to wait and see if 
they’re right or not,” says Rufus 


I GIRL POWER: But has the BBC's new suppertime show scuppered Spice Girls reunion hopes? 


Hound in the press release. 

“I’m always being told I watch too 
much TV so this is the perfect series 
for me to present with my three old 
mates Emma, Sara and Rufus! I’m 
sure even I’ll discover some hidden 
gems I’ve never watched!” exclaims 
Aled Jones. 

“I’m super excited about Too Much 
TV If I wasn’t hosting this show I 
would 100 per cent be tuning in every 
day. It’s right up my street as I’m 
obsessed with all things telly!” trilled 
Emma Bunton. 

Sara Cox, who launched The Spice 
Girls on The Girlie Show back in 
1996, added: “I’m really excited to be 
working with two of the hottest 
blondes in showbiz - Rufus & Aled. 
Plus I get to job-share with an actual 
Spice Girl! TMTV is going to have a 


poke around in last night’s telly for 
any treats you may have missed and 
will give you heads up on what to 
watch on your telly box every night. 
It’s also very exciting that I’ll be able 
to commandeer the remote control at 
home, gawp at loads of TV, and claim 
it’s for work.” 

However, while the hosts are so 
excited that they may be needing 
towels, Spice Girls fans are not 
jumping for joy. They figure that with 
Emma now busily occupied in the 
BBC’s self-promotion department, 
Too Much TV means the collapse of 
hopes for much-anticipated Spice 
Girls gigs to celebrate the band’s 20th 
anniversary. Online forums for Spice 
Girls fans are peppered with laments 
that Emma has chosen teatime TV 
over packing out Wembley Stadium 
for Girl Power gigs. 


“Bye bye reunion tour,” posted one 
fan when the news of Too Much TV 
was broken on a fansite. “I wish the 
girls would stop taking part in TV 
shows and felt like recording and 
releasing music instead,” complained 
another. 

Another moaned: “You’d think if 
they had a genuine passion for making 
music and performing, which I think 
they all had at one time, they would 
miss it and want to keep doing it even 
if success wasn't guaranteed or 
likely.” 

To which comment another fan 
replied: “Sadly, time has proven that 
the only girl who has always been 
completely passionate about music is 
Melanie C.” 

Which is surely not quite the 
reaction that the BBC had been 
hoping for. 


■ HE funny business on Radio 4 is 
set to improve with its new 
comedy boss aiming to prick up 
| our ears with new shows from 
I favourites David Jason, SandiToksvig, 
Alexei Sayle and a series about the 
1 sexual revolution of the century. 

Sioned Wiliam, Radio 4's 
Commissioning Editor for Comedy, is 
bringing back Sandi, the much-missed 
former presenter of The News Quiz, by 
putting her on the buses. She will 
return to Radio 4 with a series that 
sees her taking bus rides with comedy 
pals in Sandi's Ticket To Ride. 

Del Boy David Jason will star in a 
new David Renwick radio comedy 
show, Desolation Jests, featuring 
"quirky sketches in a variety of styles 
framed in a dark, surreal and joke- 
filled faux interview format". 

"I am delighted to be able to say 
that we will be giving the Radio 4 
audience some comic gems from the 
pen of the great David Renwick, who 
fortunately has not got One Foot in the 
Grave. There is more to Renwick than 
Victor Meldrew and we'll be there to 
prove it,"says the nation's favourite 
comedy actor. 

In Alexei Sayle's Imaginary Sandwich 
Bar one of London's comedy legends 
will be back with a new stand-up and 
storytelling show, of which he says: 


■ FAVOURITE: David Jason 

"For years I have been telling people 
falsely that I run a sandwich bar. Now I 
have the thrilling opportunity to make 
my sandwich bar real - except it will 
still be imaginary. Alexei Sayle's 
Imaginary Sandwich Bar will be the 
kind of show that the abbreviation 
WTF was invented for." 

Radio newcomer Mae Martin will 
explore what the BBC describes as 
"the millennial generation's sexual 
revolution, which is transforming how 
society perceives sex and gender" in 
Mae Martin's Guide To 21st Century 
Sexuality. 

Among the commissions, there are 
new series also for the award-winning 
John Finnemore's Double Acts, the 
excellent Susan Caiman's Sisters and 
John Shuttleworth's Lounge Music. 

Also returning are Radio 4 stalwarts 
Count Arthur Strong, the not-quite- 
funny-enough Gloomsbury, the 
brilliance of Meet David Sedaris, every 
journalist's life story Ed Reardon's Week 
and more from intelligent comedy 
champion John Lloyd and his Museum 
Of Curiosity. 


Candidates pick soundtracks of their lies (sorry, lives ) 


W ILL Special Agent Gibbs 
win the White House for 
Donald Trump or Hillary 

Clinton? 

NCIS, the world’s favourite TV 
drama, which stars Mark Harmon as 
the laconic navy investigator, is set to 
take a key role in the presidential 
election as Republican and Democrats 
fight over the rights to its theme tune. 

Ever since Ronald Reagan entirely- 
inappropriately used Bruce 


Springsteen’s Born In The USA as the 
soundtrack on his campaign trail - not 
understanding that, rather than being a 
song of patriotism, it was the Boss’s 
diatribe against the shocking way that 
the USA treated Vietnam veterans - 
politicians on both sides in the States 
have pinched popular songs in order 
to bolster their appeal with the voters. 

Democrat contender Bemie 
Sanders has been attempting to rally 
support by using Simon & 


Garfunkel’s America at his rallies, 
Trump has been marching behind 
Twisted Sister’s We ’re Not Going To 
Take It and Elton John’s Rocket Man, 
and the coverstar of Rug Monthly has 
also been infuriating Adele, Neil 
Young, Aerosmith and REM by using 
their songs at his vote fests without 
their permission. 

But now looms a new election fight 
over the theme tune to the massively- 
popular NCIS, as researchers have 


discovered that among Republicans’ 
favourite shows and Democrats’ most¬ 
loved programmes, NCIS is the only 
show that features in both parties’ lists 
of Top 20 TV shows. 

But they had better act sharpish 
about it as the appeal of NCIS to its 
zillions of fans is set to take a dent. 
Following the much-mourned 
departure of sultry Cote De Pablo, 
who gave up playing Mossad agent 
Ziva David a while back, now the 


show’s resident beefcake Michael 
Weatherly is quitting as pin-up 
Anthony DiNozzo. 

Oddly enough, none of the 
Presidential candidates appear keen 
on possibly more appropriate 
soundtracks for their rallies, such as 
Lying Eyes by The Eagles, The Bee 
Gees’ Jive Talking, I’m Looking 
Through You by The Beatles or The 
Platters’ entirely appropriate The 
Great Pretender. 


















F ollowing the huge success 
of Shakespeare In Love, now 
the big anniversary year for The 
Bard is to be marked by Shakespeare 
In Lust, and if you see yourself as a 
“hot Elizabethan” you could be in the 
racy new TV production. 

Shekhar Kapur, the director of the 
Oscar-winning Elizabeth, which 
starred Cate Blanchett as the Virgin 
Queen, has teamed up with writer 
Craig Pearce, who wrote the 
screenplays for Moulin Rouge and 
The Great Gatsby, for Will, a TV 
series which has more than a bit of 
King Leer about it. 

It’s 400 years this year since the 
death of Shakespeare and in that time 
you’d have thought that every aspect 
of his life has been dramatised. 

But think again, because Will is to 
provide a completely different take - 
as the producers describe it, “it’s the 
wild story of young William 
Shakespeare’s arrival onto the punk 
rock theatre scene that was 16th 
century London - the seductive, 
violent world where his raw talent 
faced rioting audiences, religious J 
fanatics and raucous side-shows. 

“It’s the hot, contemporary, 
dangerous version of 
Shakespeare’s life, played to a 
modem soundtrack, exposing all 
his recklessness, lustful 
temptations and brilliance”. 

Oo-err, that’s all a far cry from 
Johnnie Gielgud. 

But it’s good news for west 
London newcomer Laurie 
Davidson 



Where \ 
there’s a 
Will there’s 
a wh-aay! 


■ BAWDY BARD: A new TV series will tell the story of a wild and youthful 
William Shakespeare. Below left: actor LaurieDavidson 



although still studying in his final 
year at the London Academy for 
Music and Dramatic Art in Barons 
Court, has landed the lead role as the 
rollicking and bed-hopping 
Shakespeare. 

Clearly, with the glittering 
production of Will to his name, the 
series which is set for prime-time 
screening in the USA and UK will 
make him the new Benedict 
Cumberbatch and the former Old 
Alleyian pupil of Dulwich College is 
already preparing for the part by 
learning to write with a quill. 

Meanwhile, TV wannabes can join 
the young six-footer in the cast of the 
risque production as TV chiefs are 
now looking for both extras and 
“featured parts” for crowd and theatre 
scenes for when filming starts in 
March in Bath and London. 

“We are looking for vibrant and 
talented individuals, sexy, hot and 
enthusiastic Elizabethans, rock and 
medieval musicians, fashion models, 
lively and raucous mosh pit people, 
tightrope walkers, bellydancers, 


blacksmiths and snake-loving new 
talent,” say the producers. 

Snake-loving talent should apply 
to castings@maddogcastings.com 
enclosing a CV and a recent 
photograph of themselves with an 
anaconda. 

Over to 2 

■ WITH the shutdown of the BBC3 
TV service last week, ITV are 
ramping up the coverage for young 
people in the hope of gaining an even 
bigger market share of the audience. 

The BBC channel changed to a 
solely online service last week, but 
ITV, whose station ITV2 is the 
biggest and most popular with young 
people, is hoping they can capitalise. 

Later this month the station will 
broadcast the premiere of season 15 
of Family Guy along with other 
creations by Seth MacFarlane 
including American Dad and The 
Cleveland Show. ITV have also won 
the rights to screen the UK premiere 
of the MacFarlane’s new animated 
comedy Bordertown. 


Pitch your festival tent at Glastonbury-on-Thames 


W E may be living in a golden age 
for the great British music 
festival, but it seems the 
spiralling cost of tickets and the 
overwhelming range of choice is 
making music fans harder and harder 
to please, writes Jack Dixon. 

Within hours of the announcement 
that Superbowl conquerors Coldplay 
had landed a headline slot at 
Glastonbury for the fourth time in 11 
years, hundreds were signing up to an 
online petition to kick the band off the 
bill. 

Tough crowd, perhaps. But with the 
cost of camping at the UK's premier 


festivals about to break through the 
£200 mark, more and more niche 
events are popping up around the 
country to satisfy the demand. 

From the peace and tranquillity of 
Latitude, in Suffolk, to the red-blooded 
rock of Reading and Leeds, it seems we 
can't get enough of the live music 
circus once the summer sun has shone. 

And while Londoners will once again 
make the annual end-of-June 
pilgrimage all the way to Worthy Farm 
in Somerset - whether to applaud or 
pillory Chris Martin and co - many will 
be staying in the capital for their 
festival kicks. 


For those hungry to connect with 
the countryside from the comfort of 
the city, look no further than Caught By 
The River Thames - a brand new two- 
day event coming to west London in 
August. 

Boasting an impressive line-up 
topped by indie rock royalty Low and 
the Super Furry Animals, the festival is 
set to offer a unique twist on the 
summer party scene. 

It's taking place within the glorious 
surrounds of Fulham Palace and will 
also feature talks with heavyweights 
from the literary world, performances 
from the Faber Poetry Chapel, while 


celebrating local brewers with its own 
'Ten Mile'beer festival. Animal rights 
campaigner and veteran broadcaster 
Chris Packham even makes a guest 
appearance. 

Organisers say the gathering of 
authors and artists, thinkers and 
drinkers will be part-gig, part nature 
symposium,"bridging the previously 
un-spanned gap between psychedelic 
high-summer rock'n'roll concert and 
Springwatch". Not to be missed. 

Caught By The RiverThames takes 
place at Fulham Palace on August 6 
and 7.Tickets are available at 
www.caughtbytheriverthames.com 


A BIG hand for Eddie Izzard, the 

favourite to be Mayor of London in 
2020, who will be teaching us all a 
lesson in courage, athleticism and 
charity by not only attempting to 
complete an impressive 27 marathons in 
27 days across South Africa for Sport 
Relief 2016, but also for pledging that if 
the 30C heat flattens him he will try it 
again and again and again. 

Eddie, the comedy genius who 
amazed the nation in 2009 when, with 
only five weeks training he completed 
43 marathons across the UK in 51 days 
and raised £1.8 million, is now to run for 
more than 700 miles, starting today 
[February 23] and completing his great 
trek on March 20. 

Eddie has chosen 27 marathons to 
mark the 27 years that Nelson Mandela 
spent in prison. 

"Throughout his journey he will 
explore the history of South Africa and 
Nelson Mandela as well as visiting 
communities, organisations and families 
that have all been helped by the work of 
Comic Relief,"says the BBC, who will be 
following Eddie with a film crew. 



■ ROUTE CAUSE: Eddie Izzard 


"Eddie's route will trace the story of 
Nelson Mandela's life, starting in his 
birthplace, before journeying to the 
school and university that he attended, 
then on to Cape Town and Robben 
Island where he was imprisoned. 

"If Eddie completes all 27 marathons, 
he will end at the Union Buildings in 
Pretoria where Nelson Mandela gave his 
inaugural speech as the first 
democratically elected President of 
South Africa in 1994." 

The challenge will be an important 
one for Eddie as he previously 
attempted a similar feat in South Africa 
in 2012, but had to pull out for health 
reasons. What is even more deserving of 
making the man Sir Eddie Izzard at least 
is that he says, "if I fail, I will come back 
again and again and again until I do 
succeed. Because that's what Nelson 
Mandela would have done." 

He added: "I was inspired to run 27 
marathons in 27 days after seeing the 
film Invictus. The film featured a poem 
called Invictus - one of Nelson Mandela's 
favourite poems during his 27 years in 
prison. He used it to give himself 
determination to keep himself going 
and keep his spirit alive. 

"It's a beautiful poem about being the 
master of your own fate and destiny. 
Watching the film I suddenly realised - I 
have to run in South Africa. I should run 
27 marathons in 27 days as a salute to 
the great man. 

"It is also a salute to all who struggled 
and fought against Apartheid. So I am 
delighted to be doing this for Sport 
Relief. But 27 marathons is nothing 
compared to what Nelson Mandela did 
by serving 27 years in prison. He was a 
great soul and leaves a fantastic legacy 
for the world." 

Top man. 
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Gurkhas fraud alert 



Gurkhas marching in The Mall to celebrate their 200th anniversary 


By Peter Faulkner 

GURKHAS living in West London 
have been put on a police wanted 
list...to stop them putting more of 
their savings into a fraudulent 
investment scheme. 

City of London Police believe 
there are many Gurkha families 
scattered around Hammersmith, 
Fulham, Earls Court and the sur¬ 
rounding districts. 

They think many of them may be 
victims of a suspected £50 million 
fraudulent Ponzi scheme and are 
urging them to come forward. 

Since October 2014, City of 
London Police have been investigat¬ 
ing Capital World Market, based in 
Bishopsgate, which was offering five 
per cent interest per month to 
investors. 

Detectives have heard from some 
potential victims of how they have 
invested sums from the thousands 
to the millions - seeing little or no 
return - but it is thought the majori¬ 
ty of alleged victims were from the 
Gurkha and Nepalese community, 
and have yet to come forward. 

Ponzi schemes are fraudulent 
investment operations which pays 
returns to its investors from new 
capital paid to the operators by new 
investors, rather than from profit 
earned by the operator. 

Detective Chief Inspector Dave 
Manley said evidence suggests that 
hundreds of members of the 
Gurkha and Nepalese community 
may have been targeted. 

He said: "Out of the 450 Gurkha 
and Nepalese alleged victims that 
we believe may have invested, less 
than one per cent from that com¬ 
munity have come forward so far. 

"The others are a large piece of 
the jigsaw that is missing - the harm 
caused to individuals, their families, 
their pension pots and life savings - 
at the moment is not being repre¬ 
sented within the case. 

"The story of how this has impact¬ 
ed and affected people needs to be 
told in the judicial process. It would 
be a shame for us to get to the next 


stage and the level of harm that's 
been caused to the community is 
not measured or part of the case." 

Action Fraud states on its website 
that Ponzi schemes are "get rich 
quick investment scams," and that 
there is no actual investment as 
"the fraudsters siphon off the 
money for themselves". 

In an intelligence-led investigation, 
detectives swooped on the alleged 
scam before the cash ran out, but 
Mr Manley said payments to 
investors would have dried up that 
month. 

Gary Ghale from the Gurkha 
Welfare Trust said it is the first time 
he has heard of this type of scheme 
involving so many people from the 
Gurkha and Nepalese communities, 
and that he can think of three rea¬ 
sons potential victims may be reluc¬ 
tant to come forward. 

"Firstly, they might not have 
heard of the investigation," he said. 
"Secondly, it is because they are 
worried they might be implicated in 
this investigation. 

"And thirdly because of the 


embarrassing situation they are in. 

"We would recommend those 
who believe they have fallen victim 
to contact the police.." 

DCI Manley said those that invest¬ 
ed may have encouraged friends 
and family to do the same, believ¬ 
ing they were simply introducing 
them to a good opportunity. 

He said of the £50 million invest¬ 
ed only £lm of that has been recov¬ 
ered - equating to 2p in every 
pound for the wider pool of 
between 600-800 victims. 

"There is still money missing, but I 
have some doubts as to whether 
any more will be found. The only 
justice people are going to get is if 
their story is told," he added. 

The appeal comes nine months 
after the City of London Police 
arrested 10 men and three women, 
all of whom work at the City-based 
foreign exchange trading company, 
on suspicion of fraud by false repre¬ 
sentation and money laundering. 

Detectives, supported by the 
Financial Conduct Authority, also 
seized a host of computers and doc- 



A Gurkha statue outside the 
Ministry of Defence 


umentary evidence. 

The 13 suspects were questioned 
and released on bail until March. 
Those who think they may have 
been a victim should contact the 
City of London Police on 7601 6830 
or email opvanburgh @cityoflon- 
don.pnn.police.uk 
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Rogue landlords 
hit in the pockets 

■ DODGY landlords have been hit in 
the pocket by Hammersmtih & 
Fulham Council to the tune of more 
than £60,000. 

Sunil Patel, 44, was prosecuted at 
Hammersmith Magistrates Court for 
failing to carry out several checks and 
repairs at his flat in Australia Road, 
White City. 

He was given an 18-month condi¬ 
tional discharge and ordered to pay 
more than £8,600 costs.. 

The court heard that Patel's tenants 
were forced to live in a ’house of hor¬ 
rors’ with mould on the walls, bro¬ 
ken smoke alarms, faulty electrics, a 
missing letterbox letting in draughts, 
faulty central heating, broken lami¬ 
nate flooring and a missing carpet. 

Hammersmith's get tough policy 
also led to a £20,000 fine plus nearly 
£5,000 costs for a landlord who was 
prosecuted for operating a house in 
multiple occupation in Harrow Road, 
North Acton, without a licence, not 
carrying out gas or electrical safety 
checks and not providing a decent fire 
escape or treating damp and mould. 

And there was a £28,000 fine plus 
more than £2,000 costs for a landlord 
who failed to get a HMO licence for 
his home in Talgarth Road, 
Hammersmith, and rented it out 
despite having a broken boiler and a 
toilet that leaked waste. 

Bogus ID cards 

■THE National Fraud Intelligence 
Bureau is warning that people are 
being contacted electronically by 
fraudsters claiming to be from the 
Home Office offering National ID 
Card for Commonwealth Citizenship. 

The British Commonwealth 
National cards sell for anything 
between £150 - £300. 

The Home Office have said that no 
such scheme exists and the card 
"does not prevent an illegal migrant 
from being removed from the UK". 

If you receive an unexpected email 
telephone call or letter from some¬ 
one who claims to be from the Home 
Office, it may be a scam. 

Email virus alert 

■ FRAUDSTERS are sending out virus 
infected emails that claim a package 
has been seized by HM Revenue & 
Customs upon arrival into the UK. 

The official looking scam emails 
claiming to be from Royal Mail, con¬ 
tain a link to document which will 
install malicious software on your 
computer designed to steal your per¬ 
sonal information. 

If you receive one of these emails, 
do not click on any links or download 
any attachments and report it to 
Royal Mail. 
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Talk of the town 


On the offensive 


Hand to God **** 

M asterfully mucky 

and monstrous, the trans¬ 
fer of the Tony-nomi¬ 
nated play Hand to God opened 
last week at the Vaudeville The¬ 
atre and immediately divided au¬ 
diences and critics alike with its 
shocking puppetry and non PC 
storyline, writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

If you’re easily offended, this 
production is not for you, but if 
you’re of a hardier constitution, 
Hand to God offers an hilarious 
night at the theatre with grinning 
gore and grittily inappropriate 
groping. 

Leading the cast, West End 
stalwart Janie Dee plays a griev¬ 
ing widow, desperately coming 
to terms with life as a single par¬ 
ent and the confusion of attempt¬ 
ing to be a role model when in 
reality all she wants to do is to let 



her hair down and rebel against 
the world. As part of her foray 
into redemption she starts up a 
church puppet workshop in 
which her son Jason (Harry Mel- 
lor) finds his puppet taking on a 
personality of its own in a very 
anarchic and devilishly difficult 
twist of events. 

Dee plays the troubled former 
twin-set wearer with real style 
and in the most distasteful scenes 
makes you want to laugh in the 
same awkward way as when 
you’re at a funeral. 

Mellor is truly awe-inspiring 
as the geeky Jason who can’t 
help but let his trauma-induced 
split personality take over his 
life. The ‘mating Muppets’ scene 
is absurdly absorbing, with both 
Mellor and his love interest, 
played by the perfectly winsome 
Jemima Rooper, maintaining an 
impressive deadpan throughout. 

Neil Pearson is decorous as 
the easily mocked parish¬ 
ioner, with Kevin Mains por¬ 
traying a lovably hateful teen 
with so many issues he 
wouldn’t be out of place on 
the Jeremy Kyle Show. 

If you’re a fan of The 
Book of Mormon this will be 
right up your ‘Avenue Q’. 
Those after a sedate evening 
of jazz hands may like to 
consider something else. 



■ PREPARE TO BE SHOCKED: Left to right, Jemima Rooper (Jessica), Neil Pearson (Greg), Harry Melling (Jason), Tyrone, Janie Dee 
(Margery) and Kevin Mains (Timothy). Inset left: Harry Melling (Jason) and Tyrone 
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Reggae for romantics: a Kensington treat 


I SPENT a very special 
Valentine's night at Nell's Jazz 
and Blues Club in Kensington, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The fabulous little venue was 
playing host to the celebrated 
saxophonist Yolanda Brown as 
part of her Reggae Love Songs 
tour and was filled with couples 
enjoying the romantic 
candlelight and the cool, 
relaxing atmosphere. 

The London-born 


saxophonist thrilled the lively 
audience in Kensington last 
week with the very best brassy 
blues tones backed by her 
wonderful five-piece band. 

Totally at home with the 
audience, the award-winning 
musician played some classic 
tracks, including a searing No 
Woman No Cry with a gorgeous 
little bit of Amazing Grace mixed 
in for good measure. 

Brown is well known for her 


warm sound and lush 
arrangements so this made for 
the perfect back drop to a 
romantic evening. 

Her Reggae Love Songs tour 
continues with further dates 
throughout the UK until 
November. She will also be 
joined by some special guests 
along the way, including soul 
superstars Mica Paris and Omar. 
For more details visit the 
website yolandabrown.co.uk 


Playhouse’s caustic cult classic 


WE’RE in for a toxic treat at 
Southwark Playhouse in April 
when the monster rock ‘n’ roll 
musical comedy The Toxic 
Avenger makes its European 
premiere. 

From the Tony Award-win¬ 
ning creative team behind 
Memphis, Joe DiPietro and 
David Bryan, The Toxic 
Avenger is based on Lloyd 
Kauffman’s 1984 cult classic 
film from Troma Entertain¬ 
ment. It debuted off-Broadway 
on April 6, 2009, and won the 
Outer Critics Circle Award for 
Outstanding New Off-Broad- 
way Musical. 

The musical follows the cit¬ 
izens of Tromaville, who are 
crying out for a hero. Enter 
Melvin Ferd the Third, an as¬ 
piring earth scientist deter¬ 
mined to clean up the toxic 
waste problem. But when a 
corrupt mayor and her govern¬ 
ment goons try to stop this 
heroic feat, Melvin is tossed 
into a vat of toxic waste and 


transformed into The Toxic 
Avenger , New Jersey’s first su¬ 
perhero! 

‘Toxie’ is a seven-foot mu¬ 
tant freak with superhuman 
strength and a super-sized heart 
to match. He’s out to save New 
Jersey, end global warming, 
woo the prettiest (blindest) li¬ 
brarian in town and get home in 
time for dinner, in this toxic 
love story with an environmen¬ 
tal twist. Prepare to laugh, 
scream and sing as ‘Toxie’ 
rocks the house and saves the 
day. 

Writer DiPietro says: “ The 
Toxic Avenger is a modem, mu¬ 
sical superhero and the world 
leader in the fight against pol¬ 
lution, corruption and evil 
politicians. So how brilliant 
that he’s finally going where 
he’s needed most: London.” 

Casting and further creative 
details are yet to be announced 
but to keep up to date with all 
of the news you may like to 
visit southwarkplay house, co. uk 



■ GRIPPING: Toxie and chum 
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Talk of the town 


IflfUr WmKrr WiH 


BY NICKY SWEETLAND 


S INCE leaving the 
X factor at the semi 
final round in 2008, 
singer-songwriter Diana 
Vickers has gone on to 
prove her versatility both 
in the recording studio and 
on stage, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

The 24-year-old songstress 
has also gained an enviable rep¬ 
utation as an actress following 
her leading role in the West End 
revival of The Rise and Fall of 
Little Voice at the Vaudeville 
Theatre. 

Vickers has since scored 
more stage success, including 
in the memorable Hatched and 
Dispatched at the Park Theatre 
late last year, which was gar¬ 
nered with praise from critics 
and further increased her repu¬ 
tation as a serious performer. 

The young star’s latest foray 
takes her back to her musical 
roots as she joins the tour of 
The Rocky Horror Show play¬ 
ing the super prim Janet and 
with the musical already 
thrilling audiences across the 
country, the New Wimbledon 
Theatre is bracing itself for the 
show’s famous fishnet-clad 
fans. Diana told me about her 
love of the musical and for the 
innocent character she’s por¬ 
traying. 

“It’s a bonkers show. It’s 
about Brad and Janet, two vir- 
ginalesque characters, young 
and innocent. 

“They’ve lived their lives 
like their parents have done and 
their grandparents have done. 
They’re very straight-laced and 
want the kind of postcard, pic- 
turebook lifestyle and then they 
stumble across Frank ‘n’ 
Furter’s castle and get lured 
into his world. My character 
goes from this wide-eyed sort 
of puppy dog into releasing her 
inner vixen. She’s great fun to 
play.” 

The Rocky Horror Show was 
written by Richard O’Brian, 
who was inspired by classic 
Hollywood B movies and the 
Frankenstein story. It’s an erotic 



I SHOCKING PINK: Diana Vickers and Liam Tamne in The Rocky Horror Show at Theatre Royal, Brighton 


Nina Conti at 
the Criterion 

AFTER a total sell-out national 
tour, sold out Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe run and two sold out win¬ 
ter dates in the West End, Nina 
Conti is to perform her smash-hit 
show In Your Face at the Crite¬ 
rion Theatre from February 25 
until March 12. 

In addition to seeing her ex- 
ceptionably entertaining take on 
ventriloquism, audiences will 
also experience the rare treat of 
an entirely unique, one-off per¬ 
formance - because In Your 
Face is almost entirely impro¬ 
vised. 

Nina really needs no introduc¬ 
tion, having won a British Com¬ 
edy Award, stormed Live at the 
Apollo, Russell Howard s Good 
News and Sunday Night at the 
Palladium - and made a BAFTA 
nominated film - all without 
even moving her lips. 

Tickets are on sale from £15. 
Details: criterion-theatre.co.uk 


Fans will ‘go 
bonkers’ for 
this ultimate 
horror show 


mixture of rock music and sci¬ 
ence fiction which gained the 
show a cult status. It’s popular¬ 
ity only increased when it was 
made into a film version in 
1975 starring Tim Curry as the 
“sweet transvestite”. 

Part of the appeal of The 
Rocky Horror Show is its inclu¬ 
siveness, which sees most of 
the devoted audience members 
dressing up in outrageous cos¬ 



■ ON THE ROAD: Brad and Janet en route to an adventure - and 
not all of it fun - in The Rocky Horror Show Picture: David Freeman 


tumes to join the party. Diana 
enthuses about the fans. 

“The audience are such a big 
part of the show they know the 
script like its a scripture. They 
know every shout out. They ab¬ 
solutely love it. They’re such 
loyal fans and they just go 
mad.” 

The Rocky Horror Show has 
some huge, iconic numbers - 
Time Warp, Damn-it, Janet, 
Creature of the Night, Sweet 
Transvestite to name a few - 
that can easily swallow up a pe¬ 
tite-framed vocalist like Diana. 

But she’s not afraid to get 
stuck in and is convinced her 
experiences performing on the 
X Factor every Saturday night 
mean she and is more than ca¬ 
pable of singing live as Janet. 

The actress, who has also de¬ 
signed her own vintage clothing 
range, Dee V, said: “Being on a 
theatre stage is a different en¬ 
ergy but I took the platform the 
X Factor gave me and went 
with it. 

The Rocky Horror show runs 
at the New Wimbledon Theatre 
from February 29 to March 5. 
For more details visit the web¬ 
site atgtickets.com 


Start Up-Grow-Accelerate 

-Wandsworth # 

enterprise 

2oi6 , week 


A week of inspiration, information, ideas and networking 
to help you start or grow your business in Wandsworth 


29 February - 5 March 
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Talk of the town 


Hoff to the disco 


Last Night A DJ Saved My Life 

A FTER speaking to David 
Hasselhoff about his new 
musical just a couple of 
weeks ago, I wasn’t under the il¬ 
lusion that I would be watching 
a high-brow theatrical produc¬ 
tion, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The Hoff, as he’s affection¬ 
ately known, had described Last 
Night A DJ Saved My Life as a 
kind of adult pantomime and 
that’s pretty much what the show 
is, although it feels possibly 
more like holiday camp enter¬ 
tainment. 

That’s not to say it’s all bad, 
it’s just a very unusual produc¬ 
tion which has squashed as much 
cheese into the two-hour show as 
is humanly possible. 

Complete with a warm-up 
man who leads the jeering and 
hollering and who is backed by 
some tub-thumping tunes, this 
musical moulds 80s and 90s nos¬ 
talgia with a sense of charm and 
every now and then a slight air of 
embarrassment. 

The music is really the star of 
the show, with classic party an¬ 
thems pumping through the au¬ 
ditorium throughout and the 
energetic choreography per¬ 
formed with style and verve by 
the young and vibrant ensemble. 


Shane Richie Junior is impres¬ 
sive as club 18-30 holiday rep 
Rik, whose cheeky chappy 
charms allow the flimsy story to 
bounce along with the music. 
With a great voice and some 
lovely comedy moments, Richie 
makes the most of his inherited 
department. 

Rik’s love interest, played by 
BBCl’s The Voice star Stephanie 
Webber, also shows her vocal 
prowess and the scenes when the 
pair are on stage together are by 
far the most enthralling. 

The Hoff himself lacks any 
real stature these days and at 
times it seems more like you’re 
watching a marionette. 

On more than one occasion, a 
collective cringe spreads 
throughout the audience and 
there’s that unease when you’re 
not sure if you’re supposed to 
laugh or not. 

The supporting cast do a good 
job however, with Will Markus, 
Natalie Amanda Gray and Web¬ 
ber all putting in stellar perform¬ 
ances. 

This is a great little show if 
you want a few drinks and a 
laugh with a group of friends on 
a Friday night - and for those 
who enjoyed their formative 
years in the early nineties, I’d say 
it would be perfect as a birthday 
or hen party trip. 



■ CHEESE MAKERS: David Hasselhoff leads the pantomime-style romp that is Last Night A DJ Saved My Life 



• Leading Brand Pet Foods 
Royal Canin and 
James Wellbeloved 

• Pet Accessories 

• 65 Cold Water and 
Marine Fish Tanks 

• Stockist for Juwel Fish 
Tanks 

Opening Times 


Sunday: 

Monday: 

Tuesday: 

Wednesday: 

Thursday: 

Friday: 

Saturday: 


CLOSED 

10:00am - 6:00pm 
10:00am - 6:00pm 
10:00am - 6:00pm 
CLOSED 

10:00am - 6:00pm 
10:00am - 6:00pm 


020 7385 6005 


Phantom of the Opera ***** 

WITH the news that the original 
Phantom of the Opera, Michael 
Crawford, is set to make a return 
to the West End stage later this 
year, I decided to treat myself to 
a visit to Her Majesty's Theatre 
to see a brand new one, writes 
Nicky Sweetland. 

Ben Forster took over the 
coveted leading role in Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's classic stage 
show just last week and put his 
mark on the mask immediately 
with a performance worthy of 
his recent acclaim. 


About to celebrate its 30th 
year in the West End, The 
Phantom of the Opera is still just 
as enthralling as when it first 
opened. The score from the very 
first note sends a shiver of 
excitement reverberating 
around the auditorium, and 
with breathtaking stage effects, 
this middle aged masterpiece is 
still one of my picks of the 
London theatre scene. 

Forster follows in the 
footsteps of a plethora of 
musical theatre royalty who 
have played the role. Since 
winning ITV's Search fora 


Superstar in 2012, he has 
enjoyed a hugely successful and 
varied career, most recently by 
playing Buddy the Elf in the 
Christmas spectacular at the 
Dominion Theatre. 

He has proved his almost 
unparalleled versatility on many 
previous occasions and brings a 
supreme grace to the role, 
which requires an imposing 
stature and an impeccable 
vocal performance. His Music of 
the Night is sumptuous and 
elegant while his take on the 
show's main theme leaves you 
with a chill. 


Brute force to be reckoned with 


AFTER a successful run at the 
Edinburgh Fringe in 2015, Izzy 
Tennyson’s Brute now comes 
to Soho Theatre. 

Brute (winner of the 2015 
IdeasTap Underbelly Award) is 
an exciting piece of new writ¬ 
ing based on the true story of a 
rather twisted, horrible school¬ 
girl. Tennyson’s truthful writ¬ 
ing is fearless, laced with a 
deliciously scabrous humour. 

Being 14 is an awful age. 
You’re not a very nice person 
at 14. No one knows this better 
than new girl Poppy, who has 
just started at an all-girls state 
school. 

There are rules with no 
logic, sadistic jokes that aren’t 
actually funny and the most 
sinister games played out of 
boredom. 

Set in a girls’ school in a 
provincial English town far 
away from cosmopolitan and 
cultural influences, Brute ex¬ 
plores memories of the protag¬ 
onist’s intensely passionate 


female friendships as they es¬ 
calate into violence. 

Written as a dynamic mono¬ 
logue, the piece is based on 
girls from Tennyson’s peer 
group. 

The themes in Brute explore 
the economic climate, bullying 
and female violence along with 
the complexity of adolescent 
female friendships. 

Brute also touches on the 
sensitive topics of adolescent 
hysteria and girls’ relationships 
with authority, especially how 
female ‘p r °blem cases’ are 
handled at school. 

Brute is part of the Soho Ris¬ 
ing season this spring. Ten¬ 
nyson, part of Soho Theatre’s 
Soho Young Company, devel¬ 
oped Brute during the Writers’ 
Lab Course. Soho education 
producer Jules Haworth has 
worked as Dramaturg on Brute 
from its inception. 

Brute runs from March 15 to 
19. For more details visit the 
website sohotheatre.com 



■ BRUTE: Izzy Tennyson 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


A melia freer has one 

word of advice for conven¬ 
ience food fans who say 
they don’t have time to cook from 
scratch. 

“If you don’t have time for 
health, you need to eventually 
make time for disease.” 

It’s a stark warning from the no- 
nonsense 40-year-old nutritional 
therapist, blogger and author, who 
boasts James Corden, Sam Smith 
and Boy George among her 
celebrity clientele, but she’s pas¬ 
sionate about inspiring positive 
change. 

“We used to [cook from scratch] 
in the old days, before convenience 
food existed - it’s only conven¬ 
ience food that told us we don’t 
have time any more and we don’t 
have the skill. We’ve learnt to not 
make the time or prioritise it, and 
now we feel incapable. 

“We’ve got our priorities 
wrong,” she enthuses. “Preparing 
and thinking about food has gone 
to the bottom of our list.” 

Freer knows from experience 
the impact eating badly can have. 

In her mid-20s, while working 
as Prince Charles’ personal assis¬ 
tant, she survived on a diet of pre¬ 
prepared food and sugary tea, and 
was plagued by IBS and acne. 

“I had really bad digestive prob¬ 
lems, really bad skin problems, re¬ 
ally low energy, I was always 
getting ill, I was always run 
down,” she recalls. “It wasn’t any¬ 
thing sinister like a disease, but I 
just wasn’t a healthy girl. 

“I think a lot of people aren’t 
healthy,” she adds. “ As humans, 
we tend to make do and put up 
with bad health, you get used to it, 
as opposed to saying, ‘No, I de¬ 
serve to feel excellent, I deserve to 
have optimum health’.” 

Freer eventually quit her job and 
enrolled on a four-year nutrition 
course, which changed her life. 

“I started to learn about nutri¬ 
tional therapy, which is working 
with individuals to help improve 



■HEALTHY ALTERNATIVE: cook and author Amelia Freer 


their health, through the use of 
food. It’s amazing how quickly 
someone can feel better, above and 
beyond weight loss - they feel a lot 
better with various symptoms 
when they improve the quality of 
the food they’re eating.” 

Sam Smith summed it up when 
he posted a picture on Instagram 
of Freer’s bestselling debut book 
Eat. Nourish. Glow., published 
early last year, with the caption: 
“Amelia Freer has helped me 
lose over a stone in two weeks 
and has completely transformed 
my relationship with food... It’s 
not even about weight loss, it’s 
about feeling happy in yourself.” 

She’s not a fan of our reliance 
on sugar - “The amount of ac¬ 
cess we have to sugar now is 



detrimental to our health. It’s 
k so important that people be- 
I come more aware of it” - but 
neither does she like the word 
‘diet’. 

I “I don’t endorse or support 
I any diet. If someone comes to 
me wanting to know about a 
diet, then I’m afraid they’ll be 
I disappointed. Everyone’s too 
I quick to turn things into ex- 
I tremeness and fads, and I think 
[ that’s really disappointing.” 

So is the ‘moderation’ ap¬ 
proach better? 

“I hate that word because it 
frustrates people, but I think we 
have to find balance,” says Freer. 
“Everyone’s different. What 
works for some people doesn’t 
work for others.” 


Fine fantasy food from Fulham 


Belinda Donovan is an experienced chef who 
was trained at the prestigious La Varenne 
cooking school in France. She compiled the 
Hammersmith and Fulham Cook Book in 2013 
and is a regular writer of cookery columns and 
reviews. An enthusiast for all things Fulham, she 
has also written articles about the area's rich local 
history. She is currently a Conservative councillor 
for the Addison ward and served as Mayor of 
Hammersmith and Fulham for the year 2012-13 



I CAUGHT up with Angus Wat¬ 
son recently. He is our local 
Fulham novelist, author of the 
epic fantasy trilogy set in the 
British Iron Age. The trilogy’s ti¬ 
tles are Age of Iron, published in 
2014, Clash of Iron, released last 
March and his fresh off the press 
latest novel, Reign of Iron. 

Angus tells me his favourite part 
of Fulham is its western edge, 
along the river in Bishop’s Park, on 
a week day. 

It’s peaceful with enough dog 
walkers, toddlers, squirrels, para¬ 
keets, pensioners on mobility 


scooters and joggers to keep it in¬ 
teresting, and looking out from 
below gigantic trees over the tidal 
Thames you can get a real sense of 
the busy history. On weekends it’s 
a bit too busy, with an awful lot of 
lycra and far too many gilets. 

Angus’s favourite recipe is 
Mexican Eggs. It comes from a 
chef called Jade Barton, AKA The 
Gourmet Girl - www.thegourmet- 
girl.co.uk 

Serves four - ingredients 

■ Olive oil, for frying and greasing 

■ 1 red onion, peeled and diced 

■ 1 wide green chilli, e.g. 


jalapeno, or ordinary green chilli if 
unavailable, sliced 

■ Chorizo chopped into pieces 

■ 2 garlic cloves, peeled and finely 
sliced 

■ 1 tsp cumin seeds 

■ 1 x 400g tin chopped tomatoes 

■ 1 x 400g tin cooked black beans, 
drained and rinsed 

■ 4-6 com tortillas, halved 

■ 4 free-range eggs 

■ 50g Cheddar cheese, finely 
grated 

■ 2 pinches of chilli flakes, or to 
taste 

■ Small handful of coriander, 
finely chopped 

■ Sea salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 

Method 

1- Preheat the oven to 180°C/gas 
mark 4. 

2 - Place a frying pan over a 
medium heat and add a glug of 
olive oil. Add the onion, chilli and 
garlic with a pinch of salt and pep¬ 
per and saute until tender and dark 
golden, about 6 minutes. Add the 


chorizo, then the cumin and cook 
until aromatic. Stir in the tomatoes 
and gently simmer for 5 minutes. 
Add the beans, heat through for 2 
minutes, then set aside. 

3 - Grease a baking dish with a lit¬ 
tle oil and sprinkle some seasoning 
in the bottom of it. Line the dish 
with the tortillas, overlapping them 
and raising them slightly above the 
edge of the dish. Pour in the tomato 
mixture, then make 4 little wells in 
it. 

4 - Break an egg into a cup, then 
pour it into a well so that the yolk 
sits neatly in the middle. Repeat 
with the remaining eggs. Sprinkle 
over the cheese and chilli flakes 
and season with salt and pepper. 

5 - Place the dish on a shelf two- 
thirds of the way up the oven so 
that the grill (if on) can colour the 
cheese. Bake for 8-10 minutes, or 
until the egg whites are cooked 
through, the yolks mnny and the 
cheese melted and golden. 

6 - Scatter with the coriander be¬ 
fore serving. 



MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE 
WEEK 


Baked 
Guernsey 
Goddess 
with celery 

Serves four 

THIS is not so much a recipe as just a delicious 
way to eat one of my favourite cheeses. 

Guernsey Goddess is one of Blur man Alex 
James’s range and is made by cheesemaker Pete 
Humphries at Whitelake Dairy. 

It’s the closest thing to a Vacherin Mont D’or you 
will find in Britain and the richness of the 
Guernsey cows’ milk and the finish of Temperley 
cider brandy wash means it has a touch of genius 
about it. 

It's delicious served at room temperature, or baked 
as a sharing snack. 

Ingredients 

1-2 Guernsey Goddesses 

4-6 sticks of celery, peeled if necessary 

Method 

Pre-heat the oven to 200C/ gas mark 6. 

Put the Guernsey Goddess into a small, tight- 
fitting, ovenproof pot, cover with a lid or foil, and 
bake for 15-20 minutes, or until the cheese is soft 
and gooey in the middle. 

Leave the celery whole or cut it down into large 
dipping sticks. 

Serve the Goddess on a large serving plate with the 
celery sticks around it and have the second one on 
standby to quickly replenish. 



■ CREAM OF THE CROP: Baked Guernsey Goddess 
with celery, by Mark Hix 
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Courses 

Have you an Open 
Day, Course or 
anything to do with 
education? 


Then call Louise on 
020 8768 4923 

to advertise in your 
local papers. 


To advertise in 
the 

services 

section 

Please contact 

020 

8768 

4922 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

T7A5!*33> 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


SPECIAL TUITION 

For kids who hate 
school Write to Walter, 
18 Spencer Road, 
SW18 2SW 


74 MACDONALDS TOYS 

unopened £20. Tel: 07513 631 
071 

THERMOS MULTI-PURPOSE 
FOOD & DRINK FLASK stain¬ 
less steel only £10. Tel: 07552 
226 397 

SINGER SEWING MACHINE In 

large cabinet. Over 90 dress¬ 
makers patterns. £50. Tel: 
07837 198 518 

EUROFLEX 28 EXTRA PLUS 

900 Tena Comfort plus 46 £10. 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs for 
kitch/garage £5 each. Tel: 
07751 434 001 

BUILDERS EXTENSION LAD¬ 
DERS 1 -lift, 2-9ft 6 plus gar¬ 
den table, glass top, 4 chairs, 
umbrella and stand. £60. Buyer 
collects. Tel: 07837 198 518 


TOM TOM GO LIVE 127 

UK/Ireland and Europe 26 in 
excellent condition. Comes with 
mount holder, car charger. For 
sale £40. Tel: 07448 053 148 

4 BERTH TENT WITH FLY¬ 
SHEETS and accessories £40. 
Argos hoover £10. 2ft fish tank 
with lid £10, 2 plastic dog bas¬ 
kets, large and small each £10. 
Tel: 07955 116 607 
2 OFFICE SWIVEL LEATHER 
CHAIRS new condition £25 
each or £40 for the two. A 
selection of occasional tables, 
various sizes, round screw on 
legs, no tools needed from £10. 
Can deliver. Two child's cots 
one wooden, free standing, one 
wicker basket type complete 
with stands and mattress etc. 
£20 the two or £15 each. Can 
deliver. Tel: 07961 510 682 



NEARLY DOUBLE BED & 
MATTRESS with wooden head- 
board. Streatham area. Buyer 
collects. £130. Tel: 020 8769 
5796 



BELL AND HOWELL PRO¬ 
JECTOR SCREEN AND 
STAND Yashica 8 UG cine cam¬ 
era, Kershaw eight-20 camera, 
£40 ono. Tel: 07837 198 518 



X2 KIDS BICYCLES needs 1 
pedal on each £12 each or £20 
the two. Can deliver. Tel: 07961 
510 682 


To advertise 
in thto 
section, 
plecuse call 


Caravan & Camping 


STATIC CARAVANS 
FOR SALE 

Sited on 5 Star park in Clacton. 
Amazing facilities including indoor and 
outdoor swimming pool. 

Open 12 months. 

£ 1,500 deposit. £211 per month 

T&C's apply 

CASH PRICE £7,995 
Call Luke 07950 127697 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

Model BMX608 Size (h) 29.5 (W) 
45.8 £17. Tel: 0208 670 4682. 

SMALL FRIDGE & FREEZER 

good condition, 53" long and 
21" wide £40. Tel: 07410 987 
585 

BUSH ELECTRIC COOKER 

black, used 18 months, Energy 
A, dimensions W 60cm, D 
60cm, H 90cms, fan oven, grill, 
separate, perfect working order 
£80. Email: 

healthywise7@yahoo.co.uk 



LADIES GREY/BLACK PAT¬ 
TERNED SKIRT knee length, 
size 20, brand new, flared style 
£6. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES LOVELY CARDIGAN 

TOP short roucher style 
sleeves, round neckline, satin, 
button through front, with chif¬ 
fon belt, brand new £10. Tel: 
020 8682 0771 


new, brown, faux leather £50. 
Tel: 020 7733 0623 

VARIETY OF GLASS TABLES 

cane based £60-£85 wood 
table, solid H 30", 750 mm, L 
24" 610 mm, W 36" 915mm 



LADIES RAVEL BLACK 
LEATHER LOAFER STYLE 
SHOES brand new, 5 1/2, gold 
buckle detail on from £19 or 
nearest offer. Tel: 020 8682 
0771 

LADIES MAROON LEATHER 
LOAFER STYLE SHOES air 

cushioned soles, no repairs 
ever required, size 6, good con¬ 
dition £30 (or nearest offer), Dr 
Martens brand. Tel: 020 8682 
0771 



Wanted 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK. POP. PUNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 


ATTENTION LANDLORDS 


We will rent your property from 
you for 5 years ! 

- Guaranteed Rent! 

- We will also look after all of 


the maintenance! 


Call Dexter NOW 
to find out more 
020 8819 1740 

www.shardpropertysolutions.co. 


;o.uk \ 


MODEL RAILWAY LOCOS & 
ROLLING STOCK WANTED 
BY COLLECTOR all makes 
considered, call 020 8304 9180 
with details. 


RECORDS WANTED! Disco, 
Funk, Reggae & black music. 
Whole collections wanted, 7" 
singles/12" singles/12" singles, 
LP Albums, cash paid! Tel: 
07788 209 990 


RECORDS WANTED L.P 

Albums/12" singles, L.P Albums 
Disco, Jazz, Funk, Reggae and 
Jamaican music. Whole collec¬ 
tions welcome. Call back avail¬ 
able. 07788 209 990. 

VINYL RECORDS BOUGHT 

Disco, Reggae and Caribbean 
music. Jazz, Funk, Soul, Rock 
Punk Metal Dance. Collections 
welcome. Call back available. 
07788 20990. 


PRINTER COMMERCIAL 
COLOUR LAZER model Jet 
4700, working in good condi¬ 
tion, any offer, Tel: 020 7733 
1836 & 07877 818 162 



Home Services 


/ —- ! - \ 

To advertise in 

the 

services 

section 

Please contact 

020 

8768 

4922 

v._ _ . — .- _ J 



Home Services 


Building 


A3 ROOFING AND 
BOLDING 

New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Lead Work, Roof 
Repairs, uPVC, fascias, Soffits, Guttering, 
Painting and Decorating, Renovations, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted, Carpentry, 
Electrics and Plumbing. 

All aspects of building work undertaken 
0800 211 8618 
07946 338 456 

Established locally for 30 years 



r Ace Building & "j 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, I 
1 Electrical, Plastering, | 
| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 
| FREE for OAP j 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
I 07956 230 760 I 


AJB ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 






orge 

I Electrician 

Lights, Sockets, 
Fuse Boards, 
rtificate Cooker 
Connection 

120 8552 9942 
17770 774 0 98 




switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 


All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 



AFFORDABLE LANDSCAPE & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

•FENCING'PATIOS 
•PAINTING & DECORATING 
•BUILDING WORK 
•GARDEN CLEARANCE 

ALL BUILDING WORK & 
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
0800 6226889 
07506 736548 


X 1 TkT WEEKLY 

London News 




D 



RM 




To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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Home Services Leisure Tei:02. 87684939 Homes 


Handy Man 


HANDYMAN 

Brickwalls 
Blockwalls 
Extensions/Patios 
Gutter Cleaning etc 

Call Bob 

07714 651 055 


PROFESSIONAL 
ALL ROUNDER 

Interior + Exterior 
Painting • Decorating 
Tiling • Wallpaper hanging 
Laminated Flooring 
Fencing • Decking 
Carpentry 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Free Estimates 
Call Ricky 

07951 037 094 


“I am your man” 


Plumbing & Heating 


NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

£35 P.HR - OAP DISCOUNTS 

Repairs • Installations • Emergencies 
• Blocked Drains • Waste • Boilers 
• Taps • Leaks • Showers 
• Bathrooms 

25yrs experience. Estimates 

Russell 

jug 07739 357 498 (24hrs) -J} 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 
www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


DR 

PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing 

Boiler installs 
Underfloor heating 
Landlords & 
Maintenance 


Family-run business 
since 2001 




AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


ALL AWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quotel 



Storage & Removals 


Any Size Load, and Distance, Anywhere 

MAN±VAN 

AS MANY HANDS AS YOU NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL £10 PER HOUR PER MAN 


NGLE ITEM DELIVERY 


MINIMUM FEE APPLIES TO JOBS 
LESS THAN 2HRS 


STORAGE-HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


Tel: 02086597373 Mob: 07947994752 
Email: info@storytotell.co.uk Web: storytotell.co.uk 


YOUR LOCAL 1 
NEWSPAPER 

BEST FOR NEWS, SPORT, 
JOBS, CARS & HOMES 



BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 
HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


ANCHOR GROUP 
JUMBLE SALE 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
CHURCH HALL 
Trent Road, Brixton Hill 
Saturday 
20th Feb 2016 

2pm-4pm 
Entrance 50p 
Children Free 


1b adwrtta* tn thta 
writ inn. piMun call 



ARGENTINE 

TANGO 

CLASSES 

Thursdays 8-9pm 

Chelsea Sports 
Centre 

First Class 
Half Price 
£ 7 . 50 ! 

www.tangolicious.co.uk 

tangol67@yahoo.co.uk 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


Health & Beauty (Leisure) 


DR Sun clinic of Traditional 
Chinese medicine 

9 Barons Court Road, West Kensington Wl4 9DP 

Contact us on 0207 381 9222 
or mobile on 077 300 21407 

This clinic is under new management since 
4th January 2016 and specialises in the 
Tranditional Chinese diagnosis. Acupuncture, 
Herbal remedy and Acupressure to treat a 
wide variety of medical conditions. 
Please come for an initial consultation to 
review your medical history and DR SUN can 
help to improve your health and well being. 

Restaurants 


THE WATERMILL 
V RESTAURANT & GRILL 

SUNDAY CARYERY 

OPEN MIDDAY TIL 6PM 

ONLY £6.95 AFTER 5PM 

(BOOKINGS ONLY) 


THE WATERMILL RESTAURANT, MERTON 
ABBEY MILLS, LONDON SW19 2RD 



Apartments & Flats to Let 


COMFORTABLE 
SINGLE BEDSIT 

IN CENTRAL STREATHAM 

Cooking facilities. 
Available Now!! 
Contact Mr Reid: 

020 8679 6287 or 
07828 140 081 

No DSS. No Time Wasters 


lb adv«rlk» km tiUa 


R.A. 

Dawson 

Private 

Landlord 

21 Perry Vale 
Forest Hill, SE23 2NE 
e: dawsonps@realemail.co.uk 
w: dawsonpropertyservices.co.uk 

TO LET 

2 Offices in SE23 
For admin only 

t: 020 8291 9198 


ALL FLATS SW16 
STREATHAM COMMON NEAR BR 

Excludes Council Tax. NO DSS. 
Self-contained. Very large, highly decorated 
ground floor double bedroom flat, bedroom, 
living/dining, large kitchen, bath/shower/wc 
double glazing c/h suit couples. 

ONLY £1150 pcm / £950 pcm with garden 
Self contained large single studio flat separate 
Kitchen/dining shower/wc with small garden. 
ONLY £1000 pcm 
CALL 020 3489 4811 


Property Wanted 


CASH 

BUYER 

• LAND • HOUSES • FLATS 


I CAN BUY TODAY 
ANYTHING CONSIDERED 


I WILL BUY PERSONALLY 
SO CALL NOW FOR A 
DISCREET PERSONAL SERVICE 

020 8224 7012 
07967 460 001 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, '(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1 % Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise- 
ment(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers' 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit- 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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Public Notices 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 


Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


LUCILA OPPE 

(otherwise Lucila Gonzalez-Posada 
Pellico) (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 3 Coleherne Court, The 
Little Boltons, London SW5 ODL, who 
died on 07/02/2016, are required to 
send written particulars thereof to the 
undersigned on or before 03/05/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests or which they have 
had notice. 

Edwin Coe LLP, 2 Stone Buildings, 
Lincoln's Inn, London WC2A 3TH. 

Ref: KJ/OPP.13.1 

LILIAN VALB0RG MITCHELL 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of Flat 4, 55-56 Cornwall Gardens, 
London SW7 4BE, who died on 
31/12/2004, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on 
or before 03/05/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to the claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

LE Law Solicitors, 127 High Road, 
Loughton, Essex IG10 4LT. 

Ref: NLE/M151.1/1150 


Licensing Act 2003 
Application for Major 
Variation to a Premises 
Licence 

An application has been made by 
Rosa’s London Ltd for a major 
variation to a premises licence for 
premises situate at and known as 
Rosa’s, 25 Gillingham Street, London 
SW1V 1HN 

To permit supplies of alcohol as off 
sales, limited to delivery and take 
away with food. 

The full application setting out full 
details of the application can be 
viewed at the offices of the licensing 
authority at City Hall, 64 Victoria 
Street, London SW1E 6QP during 
normal office hours (ring in advance 
to check). Further information may be 
available at www.westminster.gov.uk 
Interested parties can make 
representations to the Licensing 
Authority by close of business on 
15th March 2016. All representations 
must be made in writing. It is an 
offence under Section 158 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 for anyone to 
recklessly or knowingly make a false 
statement in connection with a 
licensing application. The maximum 
fine on conviction is £5,000. 

BERWIN LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP 


ALEXANDER WILLIAM 
MITCHELL 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of Flat 4, 55-56 Cornwall Gardens, 
London SW7 4BE, who died on 
04/05/2011, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on 
or before 03/05/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to the claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

LE Law Solicitors, 127 High Road, 
Loughton, Essex 1G104LT. 

Ref: NLE/M151.1/1150 


Licensing Act 2003 
Variation of Premises Licence 

An application has been made to 
The Royal Borough of Chelsea and 
Kensington by Camden Management 
(UK) Limited to vary the existing 
Premises Licence for premises 
known as Cottons (formerly Chakra), 
157-159 Notting Hill Gate, London 
W11 3LF. 

The application is to vary the existing 
layout drawings on the ground and 
basement levels. 

The full application setting out full 
details of the application can be 
viewed at the offices of the Licensing 
Team, Council Offices, Royal 
Borough of Chelsea and Kensington, 
37 Pembroke Road, London W8 6PW 
during normal office hours - ring 
in advance to check. Further 
information may be available at 
www.rbkc.gov.uk 

Responsible authorities or persons 
likely to be affected by the grant of this 
application can make representations 
to the Licensing Authority by close 
of business on Friday 18 March 2016. 
All representations must be made 
in writing. 

It is an offence under Section 158 
of the Licensing Act 2003 for anyone 
to recklessly or knowingly make 
a false statement in connection 
with a licensing application. The 
maximum fine on conviction is £5,000. 
BERWIN LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP 
JIB/sf352.3 



LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for a new Premises Licence 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that GLOBAL VIPS 
LIMITED has applied to the City of Westminster on 27th 
January 2016 for a new premises licence for Shop 1, 
Leicester Square Station, Charing Cross Road, London 
WC2H 0AP. The proposed application is to permit the sale 
by retail of alcohol. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation in relation 
to this application must give notice in writing of his/her 
representation by 24th February 2016 stating the grounds 
for making said representation to: Licensing Service, 14th 
Floor, City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London, SW1. 

The public register where applications are available to be 
viewed by members of the public can be accessed online 
by visiting at www.westminster.gov.uk/Licensing and 
following the link to the public register. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations by the 
date given above. The Licensing Authority will have regard 
to any such representation in considering the application. It 
is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, 
to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in or in 
connection with an application for premises licence and the 
maximum fine on being convicted of such an offence is 
£5000. 



Tel: 020 8768 4919 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of^jp^g^piith & Fulham 


PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) 

ACT 1990 
I give notice that 
applications have been 
made to the Council of the 
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
17 Melrose Gardens 
London W6 7RN 

2016/00628/TP0 
Felling of a Sycamore Tree in 
rear garden, subject to Tree 
Preservation Order 
TPO/117/2/85 (T20). 

The Salutation 154 King 
Street London W6 OQU 

2016/00418/FUL 
External alterations to include 
replacement of damaged air 
brick at the front elevation, 
alterations in the beer garden to 
include placing of new tables 
and chairs, replacement of 
existing planked table tops with 
solid table tops, installation of 
new drink shelf, repositioning 
and installation of a new timber 
fronted counter to B.B.Q 
equipment, new covered roof 
and new timber screen to each 
seating area; associated internal 
and external alterations. 

47 Campana Road London 
SW6 4AT 2016/00496/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of two rooflights in 
the front roofslope; erection of a 
rear extension at second floor 
level, on top of existing back 
addition; erection of a single 
storey rear extension, to the side 
of the existing back addition. 

50 Caithness Road London 
W14 OJD 2016/00578/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension 
to replace existing glazed sun 
room; infilling of roof of existing 
two storey back addition 
including installation of a 
rooflight; alterations to the 
pitched roof of the single storey 
ground floor rear extension to 
the side of the existing back 
addition to form a flat roof; 
installation of new doors and 
window to replace existing to 
the rear elevation at ground floor 
level; excavation of the front 
garden and part of the rear 
garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with enlargement of 
the existing basement. 

24 Doneraile Street 
London SW6 6EN 

2016/00494/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of 
existing back addition; erection 
of a single storey infill extension 
to side at ground floor level; 
excavation of front garden and 
part of rear garden to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement. 

1 Salisbury Pavement 
Dawes Road London 
SW6 7HT 2016/00512/FUL 
Installation of a new shopfront. 
23 Girdlers Road London 
W14 OPS 2016/00592/FUL 
Replacement of all existing 
windows to front, rear and side 
elevations with white uPVC to 
match existing style. 

33 Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7LU 

2016/00596/FUL 
Retention of the extended width 
four storey side extension to 
ground, first, second and third 
floor levels; relocation 3 affected 
windows to rear elevation at 
first, second and third floor 
levels. 

6 Paddenswick Road 
London W6 OUB 

2016/00372/FUL 

Replacement of existing timber 
sash windows to front elevation 
at second floor level with new 
timber double glazed sash 
windows; replace existing two 
windows to rear elevation at 
second floor level with new 
double glazed uPVC windows. 
Maisonette A First And 
Second Floors 63 Walham 
Grove London SW6 1QR 

2016/00481/FUL 
Replacement of existing 
windows with PVCu heritage 
rose sash windows at first and 
second floor level, to the front 
and side elevation. 


424 Fulham Palace Road 
London SW6 6HX 

2016/00611/FUL 

Replacement of all existing 
windows on the front elevation 
with white uPVC double-glazed 
windows. 

22 And 24 St Peter’s Grove 
London W6 9AZ 

2016/00559/FUL 

Change of use of no. 24 St 
Peter’s Grove from light 
industrial use (Class B1) into 
residential use (Class C3), 
bricking up of existing windows 
to the side and rear elevation of 
the building, replacement of 
existing doors with new doors at 
the front elevation and 
alterations to the roof of the 
single storey Building at no. 24 
St Peter’s Grove; demolition of 
existing two storey 
dwellinghouse and erection of a 
replacement part one, part two 
storey building with a garage at 
ground floor level in connection 
with the creation of a new 
dwellinghouse at no. 22 Peter’s 
Grove incorporating no. 24 St 
Peter’s Grove. 

38 Aynhoe Road London 
W14 OQD 2016/00562/FUL 

Replacement of existing dormer 
with a new enlarged dormer in 
the rear roofslope. 

38 Aynhoe Road London 
W14 OQD 2016/00561/FUL 

Demolition of the single storey 
conservatory and erection of a 
replacement single storey rear 
extension of the same footprint; 
lowering of the basement floor 
level. 

1-16 Broadmead 10-24 
Auriol Road London 
W14 OSS 2016/00254/FUL 

Demolition of existing four 
storey building and erection of a 
replacement 5 storey plus 
basement level building 
comprising 24 self-contained 
residential flats (Class C3); 
formation of roof terraces at the 
rear of all residential units, with 
associated cycle parking, refuse 
storage, external amenity space, 
landscaping and two off-street 
car parking spaces (Amended 
site address). 

1 Media Centre - BBC 
White City 201 Wood Lane 
London W12 7TQ 

2016/00377/FUL 
Change of Use of ground floor 
retail Units 2 and 3 of former 
BBC Media Centre to private 
members gym (class D2) for a 
period of 2 years. 

Marie D’Orliac Former 
Peterborough School 
Clancarty Road London 
SW6 3AA 2016/00529/FUL 
External alterations to include 
installation of a commercial 
extraction canopy and 
associated roof mounted AC 
heat pump system plant, 
alterations to 4no windows to 
the rear of the property to 
facilitate extraction/air supply 
ducting; relocation of the 
existing door, installation of a 
new window and a retractable 
ladder to the side elevation; 
associated internal and external 
alterations (Amended application 
reference number and site 
address). 

46 Novello Street London 
SW6 4JB 2016/00031/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; alterations to the 
existing first floor level, on top of 
the existing back addition, 
installation of 2no rooflights in 
the front roofslope. (Amended 
description). 

49 Palliser Road London 
W14 9EB 2016/00490/FUL 

Installation of a new shopfront. 

9 Bryony Road London 
W12 OSR 2016/00482/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at 
first floor level, on top of the 
existing back addition. 

21 - 25 King Street London 
W6 9HW 2016/00108/ADV 

Display of 3no. internally 
illuminated fascia signs on the 
front elevation. 

Flat 5 55 Sinclair Road 
London W14 ONR 

2016/00256/FUL 

Replacement of existing single 
framed wooden French doors in 
the rear elevation at first floor 
level with double-glazed uPVC 
French doors. 


99 Mellitus Street London 
W12 0AU 2016/00627/FUL 

Replacement of existing single 
glazed timber sliding sash, 
casement windows and doors 
with double glazed timber 
sliding sash, casement windows 
and doors. 

290 - 294 Uxbridge Road 
London W12 7LJ 
2016/00597/FUL 

Retention of an ATM machine to 
the front elevation. 

9 Wolverton Gardens 
London W6 7DY 

2015/05870/FUL 

Erection of a part two storey, 
part three storey rear extension 
at first, second and third floor 
level 

314-316 Lillie Road 
London SW6 7PS 

2015/05615/FUL 

Installation of a new ATM 
machine to the existing 
shopfront; installation of a 
receipt bin fixed to the pier at 
front elevation; alterations to 
existing shopfront. 

14 Redmore Road London 
W6 OHZ 2016/00401/FUL 
Reinstatement of the rear 
chimney stack with London 
Stock Brick; replacement of 1 no 
window with new double glazed 
window at first floor level to the 
rear elevation. 

Undercroft Of A40 Flyover 
To East Of Wood Lane 
London 2016/00645/FUL 

The Development of an 
electricity substation (Sui Genris 
- electricity undertaking) and the 
construction of an access 
forecourt and cycle storage 
facility in an undercroft area to 
the A40 flyover by Wood Lane 
London. 

67 Queensmill Road 
London SW6 6JR 

2016/00613/FUL 

Minor material amendment to 
previously approved planning 
permission ref: 2015/01438/FUL 
granted 21st May 2015 to 
include the installation of Ino 
rooflight above the main flat roof 
at roof level, omission of 3no 
rooflights and installation 4no 
rooflights above the roof of 
single storey side extension and 
installation of a new entrance 
gate to the side elevation. 

290 - 294 Uxbridge Road 
London W12 7LJ 

2016/00598/AD V 
Retention of internally 
illuminated ATM surround to the 
front elevation. 

197 New King’s Road 
London SW6 4SR 

2016/00026/FUL 
Installation of 5no. wall-mounted 
air-conditioning condenser units 
to the rear elevation at ground 
floor level. 

314-316 Lillie Road 
London SW6 7PS 

2015/05616/ADV 

Display of non-illuminated ATM 
surround to the front elevation. 

18 Waldemar Avenue 
London SW6 5NA 

2016/00642/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, 
on top of the existing back 
addition. 

91-93 King Street London 
W6 9XB 2016/00573/FUL 

Erection of additional floor 
above main roof and installation 
of 4no rooflights in the front 
roofslope and 3no rooflights in 
the side roofslope; erection of a 
front infill extension at ground 
floor level and installation of new 
shopfront; erection of rear 
extensions at first and second 
floor level; excavation in 
connection with the creation of a 
new basement to be used as 
part of the commercial unit (Use 
Class A2) at ground floor level; 
erection of an external staircase 
from ground to first floor level at 
the rear of the property; 
formation of roof terraces at 
first, second and third floor 
levels to the rear elevation; 
alterations to fenestration of rear 
and side elevation; removal of 
render to front, side and rear 
elevations; formation of new 
residential entrance on Bridge 
Ave; in connection with change 
of use of the first, second and 
third floor level from commercial 
(A2) into 2 x studio, 4 x two 
bedroom and 1 x three bedroom 
self-contained flats (C3). 


h&f-' 


21 Queensmill Road 
London SW6 6JP 

2016/00601/FUL 

Erection of a front roof extension 
with three dormer windows; 
replacement of window in rear 
roof extension with full-length 
window and Juliette balcony; 
erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of 
existing back addition 
39 Ellerby Street London 
SW6 6EX 2016/00603/FUL 
Excavation of the front, side and 
part of rear garden to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement; 
erection of a single storey 
extension to the rear and side of 
main building; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, 
on top of existing back addition. 
Flat First Floor 31 Richford 
Street London W6 7HJ 

2016/00563/FUL 
Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, 
on top of existing back addition. 
FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) FOR LISTED 
BUILDING CONSENT 
Marie D’Orliac Former 
Peterborough School 
Clancarty Road London 
SW6 3AA 2016/00530/LBC 
External alterations to include 
installation of a commercial 
extraction canopy and 
associated roof mounted AC 
heat pump system plant, 
alterations to 4no windows to 
the rear of the property to 
facilitate extraction/air supply 
ducting; relocation of the 
existing door, installation of a 
new window and a retractable 
ladder to the side elevation; 
internal alterations to include 
installation a commercial kitchen 
on the ground floor to include 
decoration to walls, new vinyl 
flooring and new suspended 
ceiling; associated internal and 
external alterations (Amended 
application reference number 
and site address). 

The Salutation 154 King 
Street London W6 OQU 

2016/00250/LBC 
Internal alterations to include the 
refurbishment of ladies toilets 
comprising of new lightings and 
wall mirrors, refurbishment of 
men’s toilets comprising of new 
lightings, redecoration of lobby 
area, redecoration of existing 
bar area, new pendant to 
existing rooflight, replacement of 
existing bar walk and step with 
floor tiles, installation of a new 
veneered timber bar top to front 
servery, installation of new 
decorative timber screen, new 
floor tiles to front entrance 
steps, new gas coal fire within 
existing surround, new carpets 
to front seating area; new timber 
flooring to replace the existing 
carpeting the bar area and new 
roof blinds to glazed roof area; 
External alterations to include 
replacement of damaged air 
brick at the front elevation, 
alterations in the beer garden to 
include placing of new tables 
and chairs, replacement of 
existing planked table tops with 
solid table tops, installation of 
new drink shelf, repositioning 
and installation of a new timber 
fronted counter to B.B.Q 
equipment, new covered roof 
and new timber screen to each 
seating area; associated internal 
and external alterations. 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

22 And 24 St Peter’s Grove 
London W6 9AZ 

2016/00559/FUL 

Change of use of no. 24 St 
Peter’s Grove from light 
industrial use (Class B1) into 
residential use (Class C3), 
bricking up of existing windows 
to the side and rear elevation of 
the building, replacement of 
existing doors with new doors at 
the front elevation and 
alterations to the roof of the 
single storey Building at no. 24 
St Peter’s Grove; demolition of 
existing two storey 
dwellinghouse and erection of a 
replacement part one, part two 
storey building with a garage at 
ground floor level in connection 
with the creation of a new 
dwellinghouse at no. 22 Peter’s 
Grove incorporating no. 24 St 
Peter’s Grove. 


691 Fulham Road London 
SW6 5UJ 2015/06043/FUL 

Erection of a dormer window in 
the rear roofslope; erection of 
rear extensions at lower ground, 
upper ground and first floor 
level; installation of 2no 
rooflights in the front roofslope 
and Ino rooflight in the side 
roofslope; replacement of the 
existing window with a new 
window at first floor level to the 
rear elevation. 

The Salutation 154 King 
Street London W6 OQU 

2016/00418/FUL 

External alterations to include 
replacement of damaged air 
brick at the front elevation, 
alterations in the beer garden to 
include placing of new tables 
and chairs, replacement of 
existing planked table tops with 
solid table tops, installation of 
new drink shelf, repositioning 
and installation of a new timber 
fronted counter to B.B.Q 
equipment, new covered roof 
and new timber screen to each 
seating area; associated internal 
and external alterations. 

Marie D’Orliac Former 
Peterborough School 
Clancarty Road London 
SW6 3AA 2016/00529/FU L 
External alterations to include 
installation of a commercial 
extraction canopy and associated 
roof mounted AC heat pump 
system plant, alterations to 4no 
windows to the rear of the 
property to facilitate extraction/air 
supply ducting; relocation of the 
existing door, installation of a new 
window and a retractable ladder 
to the side elevation; associated 
internal and external alterations 
(Amended application reference 
number and site address). 

21 - 25 King Street London 
W6 9HW 2016/00108/ADV 
Display of 3no. internally 
illuminated fascia signs on the 
front elevation. 

23 Kenmont Gardens London 
NW10 6BT 2016/00328/FUL 
Extensions and alterations to 
existing single storey building, 
including the erection of a roof 
extension to form new roof and 
associated elevational 
alterations in connection with its 
use as part of the ground floor 
flat. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 

12th March 2016. See below 
for ways of commenting on 
applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
12th March 2016. See below 
for ways of commenting on 
applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 
Executive Director for 
Transport and Technical 
Services on behalf of 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL 

You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their 
progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning . Click 
on the ‘Planning Online’ logo on 
the Planning Flome Page. 

You can also E-mail comments 
to: plancomments@lbhf.qov.uk 
You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH TOWN 
HALL EXTENSION KING 
STREET W6 between 9.00am 
and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments 
on applications please E-mail 
them through our website or 
post them to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by 
the date shown above. Please 
include the application reference 
number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated 
but this cannot be guaranteed 
so please reply promptly. For 
initial enquiries call our 
information and reception 
service on 020 8753 1081 or 
020 8753 1082 


@ lbhf.gov.uk/ 

nning 

Online 

Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
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THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

NOTICE UNDER THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 
SECTION 123(2A) (as Amended) 

Land in Bishop's Park, Bishop's Avenue, 
London SW6 6EA (the "Land") 

1. The Land shown hatched black on the below plan forms part of an 
open space held by the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham (the "Council"). The Land measures 5569.2 sq m. 

2. NOTICE IS HEREBY given pursuant to Section 123(2A) of the Local 
Government Act1972 that the Council intends to dispose of the 
Land by way of a lease for a term of less than three years for the 
purpose of temporary use as a contractors' compound to facilitate 
the carrying out of development at the adjacent property Fulham 
Football Club. The Land would be restored to parkland on expiry of 
the lease. 

3. Any objection to the intended disposal must be made in writing and 
addressed to: 

Ian Ross 
Parks Manager 

London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, 
c/o The Stable Yard, 

Holland Park 
llchester Place 
LONDON W8 6LU 

No later than the 9th March 2016 (quoting reference RSD/IR/BP). 

Dated this 23rd February 2016 

Signed Ian Ross 

On behalf of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 



LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(WYFOLD ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate the removal of a tower 
crane in the above named road, it intends to make an Order the effect 
of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, 
load or unload in a section of Wyfold Road between its junctions with 
Munster Road and Kingwood Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via 
Kingwood Road and Munster Road 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 12th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday 12th March 2016 
and last for 1 day. Back updates are schedule for the 19th or 26th of 
March 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and informative 
purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 18th day of February 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(KING STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate utility installation works in 
the above named road; it intends to make an Order the effect of which 
would suspend the westbound bus lane in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, the westbound bus lane shall be suspended between Black 
Lion Lane and St Peter’s Square. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 15th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 15th March 2016 
and last for 2 weeks. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 18th day of February 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


To advertise 
in this 
section, 
please call 

020 

8768 

4919 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be 
deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling goods in the 
course of business either by content, format, size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / 
dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will 
NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or 
not the advertisement has already been accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents should there¬ 
fore check their advertisements and inform us of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of 
Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers shall have 
the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole 
debt in respect of accounts with terms of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank of England 
base rate for each month that the account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be reclaimed. Should 
Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable 
for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for the 
advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure the conti¬ 
nuity of these services, but some occasional technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associated 
companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the con¬ 
trol of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. Further infor¬ 
mation is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce 
such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, 
goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the adver¬ 
tisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the fact that a 
search has been made. We may need to share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will only use 
the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group Newspaper 
companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to you. 
The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for 
training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 



Call: 


0208 768 4919 


Fax: 


0208 776 8863 


Email: 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Systems Support Technician 

South London Press, The Mercury Series and 
London Weekly News 


Based Penge SE20 £28,000 

A new position has arisen within the South London 
business for a Systems Support Technician. 

The role has varied responsibilities, most importantly 
the smooth running of our technical systems, managing 
the active directory, desk top support, printers and 
telephone systems. 

Knowledge of or previous experience of ‘Future Proof 
booking system and ‘Crystal Reports’, is advantageous 
but not essential. South London Press is a multi media 
business and therefore operates a proactive digital 
strategy, incorporating social media, website and digital 
editions. 

The successful candidate will be someone who is 
conscientious and hard working and holds the 
necessary qualifications to undertake this role. 

Please email your current CV along with a covering 
letter outlining your experiences and skills relevant to 
this position to: 

Karen@slp.co.uk 

Please feel free to call if you wish to discuss the 
position further. 

Tel: 020 8768 4903 



Professional PCV/PSV bus licence 
holders for Sightseeing Tours 

(based at Wandsworth Garage, London SW18) 

We are looking for Drivers to work at our 
Wandsworth Depot from April/May 2016 (although 
initially offered a seasonal contract, extensions and 
conversion to all year will be available upon 
successful completion of probation). 

Current earnings are (pay review pending): - 

• Average earnings for a 5-day week 
£700.00 (more in the summer) 

• £13.24 basic hourly pay, including fulfilment 
bonus 

• Work rest day rates, £16.21 per hour, 

£18.85 per hour (June to August) 

• Plus commission 

• Paid from sign on to sign off 

• Customers who are looking to enjoy their tour 
of London 

• Great team spirit 

"If you're good... you're welcome" 
Interested? 

Please call us on 020 8877 2195 
for an application form 

(would suit those living within the M25 area or Surrey) 
or email us at iobs.drivers@theoriqinaltour.com 

with your contact details 


Admin Assistant 

To help manage a friendly busy property 
management office onTooley Street. Answering 
telephone, meet and greet visitors, manage the key 
cupboards, upkeep of information on the computer, 
keeping track of annual tasks throughout the year, 
post and stationery responsibilities 
Skills: typing 60 wpm is essential, good 
interpersonal, written and verbal communication 
skills, ability to work under pressure, multi-task and 
cope with changing priorities, friendly and a team 
player, computer literate. 

Permanent full-time position 
(Monday to Friday 40 hours per week 9am-6pm) 
Salary £20k-<£23kpa. 

Email your cv to 

propertymanagement6@currell.com 

if you're interested 


Balham Flooring Studio 

are looking for a mature, friendly, 

EXPERIENCED 

SECRETARY 

with skills in: Excel, Wages, Finance and 
Accountancy to work full time Monday- 
Friday, 9 30am-4.30pm, based in the SW12 
area.This position would ideally suit a 
reliable, efficient and highly organised 
individual with excellent communications 
skills.The individual should be comfortable 
working independently 
To apply for this position, 
please contact Adam on 07956 487 965 




CAPITAL. 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd 

Yeoman House, 6th Floor, 

63 Croydon Road, 

Penge SE20 7TS 


Book-keeper 

PENGE 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd is the parent 
company of some of London’s oldest local 
newspapers, South London Press, The Mercury 
series and London Weekly News series based in 
South London and we are also Pulmans View 
From series in Dorset. 

Due to a recent change of ownership and 
re-organisation, the Penge office is looking for 
a Book-keeper. 

The successful candidate will be an all-round 
accounting person who can deal with the 
Purchase Ledger, the Credit Control and Sales 
Ledger as well as other sundry accounting 
functions. 

Along with the relevant qualifications to do this 
job, the successful applicant will have an 
excellent work ethic, able to work to deadlines, 
prioritise work load during busy times and roll up 
sleeves to help during quiet periods. 

Contact Karen Sheppard 
Tel: 020 8768 4903 
Email: karen@slp.co.uk 


CMN 


CAPITAL 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd 

Yeoman House, 6th Floor, 

63 Croydon Road, 

Penge SE20 7TS 
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Redriff Primary School 

Salter Road, London SE16 5LQ 
www.redriff.southwark.sch.uk 

020 7237 4272 
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Experienced Teachers & NQT's 

Do you want to be part of a growing Federation of schools? 
Are you Passionate enough for Redriff and Galleywall? 

Do you want to teach the next Prime Minister? 

Redriff is a dynamic, vibrant friendly school in the heart of London. Being an 
outstanding school has enabled us to become part of the City of London family of 
schools. Through this we are developing a partnership with the 'Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama 1 and other prestigious institutions within the City. We offer a 
creative innovative curriculum, actively engaging children's interests. We are 
endeavouring to create a new educational vision. 

Galleywall is a brand new school opening in September 2016. It will thrive from the 
wealth of experience and good practise that is demonstrated at our sister school, 
Redriff. Galleywall will be led by Mickey Kelly as Executive Head and Sheila 
Cohring as Headteacher. This is the precise combination of leadership that led 
Redriff on its path to success; Galleywall will follow an equally successful path. 

We need outstanding, experienced teachers and enthusiastic NQT's who are ready 
to work within a dynamic federation of schools. We are looking for teachers who 
have passion, who are forward thinking, who love working with young children. We 
are committed to ensuring that all staff have excellent opportunities for professional 
development within our growing Federation of Schools. 

Visits are positively welcomed - If you would like to visit or speak with the 
Associate Headteacher, Sheila Cohring please give us a ring. 

Redriff Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening 
appropriate to the post, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure 
and Barring Service 

More information about the school and Application packs are available on the 
school website www.redriff.southwark.sch.uk or email the school on 
vacancies@redriff.southwark.sch.uk 


Closing date for applications: Friday 4th March 2016 
Interviews will take place week commencing 7th March 2016 

Aspirational Adventurous Individual Enlightened Compassionate 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


Average R’s can rule 
out play-off hopes 


T HE league table rarely lies and there 
is no getting away from the fact that 
Queens Park Rangers are a bang 
average team, drifting aimlessly in the 
middle regions of the Championship. 


LOFTUS ROAD 
' RANGERS REVIEW 

^ With Tony McDonald 


They are 12th, exactly 
halfway in the second 
division, 13 points off 
the play-off positions 
and 14 above the 
relegation zone. 

This season is 
effectively now a write¬ 
off, hopes of promotion 
via the play-offs surely 
now extinguished. It’s 
all about preparing for 
next season. 

Three managers, Chris 
Ramsey, Neil Warnock 
and now Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink, have 
tried - and largely 
failed - to galvanise a 
depleted team still 
suffering the fall-out of 
relegation from the 
Premier League last 
May. 

With Financial Fair 
Play constraints hanging 
over them, QPR are 
having to sift through 
bargain discount shelves 
at football’s equivalent 
of Lidl rather than shop 
at Waitrose. 


It’s going to take time 
for an inexperienced 
young manager such as 
Hasselbaink to turn 
things around at Loftus 
Road. Like most of the 
players at his limited 
disposal, the former 
Burton Albion boss is 
still learning the ropes at 
this level and shouldn’t 
be judged until he has 
had a full close season, 
followed by a league 
campaign, to fully stamp 
his mark on the club. 

Spectacular 

It’s a sign of the time 
that R’s needed a goal 
by Matt Phillips three 
minutes into time added 
on to salvage a 1-1 draw 
at second-from-bottom 
Bolton Wanderers on 
Saturday. In a game of 
very few opportunities, 
it took a spectacular 
long-range shot from 
Bolton’s Zach Clough 
midway through the 
second half to open the 


scoring. 

Hasselbaink said: “We 
knew from the start that 
it’d be a test physically. 
So we had to come here 
and be stubborn. 

“In the first half we 
didn’t really create much. 
But in the second half we 
tried to be a little bit 
more positive - even 
though it was still 
difficult. 

“They scored a 
‘worldy’ goal. At the end 
of the day, you’re not 
going to concede goals 
like that every week. 

“What was important 
was the reaction after 
that. We kept believing 
that we could come back. 

“We have individuals 
who can make things 
happen. It’s a shame that 
we couldn’t score earlier. 
James Perch had an 
excellent chance in the 
second half. If that had 
gone in, it probably 
would have opened the 
game up - we could have 
gone on to make it 2-0, 
3-0.” 

He added: “It wasn’t a 
classic. It was two teams 
trying to find their way, 
who couldn’t really do 


that. Both teams had 
different game-plans. 

“For us, now, we just 
want to improve 
match after match. We 
want to make sure that 
we turn up every game. 
We want to put some 
foundations down. 

“I think we’ve got 
enough creativity. We 
had enough creativity 
out on the pitch today. 

“Bolton defended 
well but I will say if 
that is the case, then 
our creative players 
need to find another 
niche, another space. 
You have to do 
something different. 

“However, we are 
getting there. It’s not 
going to happen in one 
week, or in two. We are 
working hard but there 
is a lot to be done. 

“The reaction of my 
players after going a 
goal down today was 
good - and that’s a 
positive sign for me.” 

After Tuesday’s visit 
to promotion-chasing 
Sheffield Wednesday, 
played after LWN Sport 
went to press, R’s 
return to W12 on 
Saturday to face 
Birmingham City. 

■ QPR have allowed 
another player not in 
their future plans to 
leave the club. 


Left-back Yun Suk- 
Young has joined 
fellow Championship 
side Charlton Athletic 
on loan until the end of 
the season. 

The South Korea 
international, who was 
an unused sub in 
Addicks’ defeat at 
Fulham, has featured 
just three times for R’s 
this season. His last 
appearance came on 
November 28. 

Decision 

With the 26-year- 
old’s contract up in the 
summer, Hasselbaink 
explained a decision 
needed to be made. 

“Yun was injured 
when I came in and has 
had a long track back to 
fitness. At the moment 
he can’t get into the 
team and he has asked 
to play games because 
his contract is finishing, 
so we have let him go 
to play. 

“He has been at the 
club for a long time and 
I had to make the 
decision.” 

Suk-Young has scored 
one goal in 37 
appearances for 
Rangers since joining 
from Chunnam 
Dragons in January 
2013. 



■ FALL GUY: Yun Suk-Young has been released to join Charlton on loan 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday, February 27 

Southampton v CHELSEA, 3.00 
FULHAM v Middlesbrough, 3.00 
QPR v Birmingham City, 3.00 
Tuesday, March 1 
Norwich City v CHELSEA, 7.45 


Surrey appoint Aussie coach 


S URREY have 
put their faith in 
former Australia 
one-day international 
batsman Michael Di 
Venuto as their new 
head coach to replace 
Graham Ford. 

The 42-year-old 
Tasmanian has spent 
two years as assistant 
coach and lead batting 
coach for Cricket 
Australia. 

He is due to return to 
England in time for the 
new season in April on 
an initial three-year 
deal. 


Di Venuto was with 
Sussex and Derbyshire 
before moving to 
Durham, where he 
twice won the county 
title. 

High quality 

Surrey director of 
cricket Alec Stewart 
said: “Following the 
departure of Graham 
Ford it was vitally 
important that we found 
another high quality 
coach with a great work 
ethic and excellent 
knowledge of the 
English county game. 


“Michael is a good 
people person. His 12 
years of county 
experience will be 
invaluable. He is highly 
regarded within the 
Australian set-up for 
his ability to work with 
and get the best out of 
players. 

“Being able to 
appoint a coach from a 
top quality international 
team can only serve to 
benefit the club and I 
would like to thank 
Cricket Australia for 
their professional 
dealings.” 


■ MIDDLESEX are 
heading to South 
Africa on a pre-season 
tour at the end of next 
week. 

The squad will be 
based in Cape Town, 
where they will play 
three competitive 
matches over the two- 
week duration. 

Training with both the 
red and white ball, 
skills practice, netting 
and team-bonding - 
including a trip up 
Table Mountain and a 
visit to Robben Island - 
are also on the 


schedule. 

Middlesex’s first 
game will be a T20 
encounter against 
Western Province CC 
on Wednesday, March 
9. 

The next day they 
will play their first 50- 
over match of the tour, 
at Newlands, against 
Newlands CC. 

To complete the tour, 
Middlesex will face 
Stellenbosch CC in a 
two-day game on 
March 15-16, before 
flying home the next 
day. 



■ TOM Cairney nets Fulham's first against Charlton Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 

Tactical switch 


■ FULHAM from back page 

Charlton hit a post, while Andy 
Lonergan was much the busier of the 
two keepers for most of the first 
period. 

So much so, Whites'head coach 
Slavisa Jokanovic was forced into 
making a tactical switch at half-time 
that paid full dividends. 

Fulham began with a 4-4-2 
'diamond'formation but Jokanovic 
introduced Michael Madl and Chris 
Baird at the interval and changed to 
a 3-5-2, which had proved so 
effective in the 3-1 victory at QPR. 

To give him credit, at least the Serb 
didn't try to gloss over his earlier 
error, as many managers would have. 

Jokanovic said. "In the first 45 
minutes we found many difficulties 
and Charlton troubled us many 
times. It's probably my mistake, we 
tried to play from the middle. 

Better football 

"I'killed'(full-backs) Ryan Fredericks 
and Luke Garbutt and didn't find the 
right position for them. We scored 
the goal in the first 45 minutes but I 
wasn't so happy, so decided to 
switch the structure and we played 
better football in the second 45 
minutes. 

"After winning 3-0, after getting a 
clean sheet, after scoring a set-piece 
goal, we can be satisfied with our 
performance today and what we 
offered for our supporters in our 
stadium." 

It was just the response and result 
the Serb had been looking for after 
the previous 3-0 midweek defeat at 
Blackburn Rovers, where Jokanovic 
felt the need afterwards to apologise 
to the travelling fans for his team's 
"lack of desire". 

He said: "I say sorry to our fans who 


travelled with us to watch this game. 
We didn't offer anything special. 

We played without spirit, without 
competitiveness, without desire. 

"We did not play good football in 
any moment in the game. Generally, 
they won the challenges, we did not 
try to play football and we did not do 
anything important. It is a bad 
sensation and we need a change 
immediately. We won one game a 
few days earlier (at QPR), that's 
history, it's over. 

"I am here for a month-and-a-half 
and this game, this is a game without 
any spirit. I am very disappointed 
really. 

"We are where we are right now. 

We must be strong. With this spirit, 
this desire, this competiveness, this is 
not enough for anything important." 

But after bouncing back in style 
against lowly Charlton, he said: "At 
the end of this strange week we've 
won two London derbies and had 
one very poor performance at 
Blackburn. It's a great afternoon for 
us but it's over, the only important 
thing now is this game on Tuesday." 

Jokanovic was looking forward to 
the midweek trip to Leeds United - 
played after LWN Sport went to 
press - and this Saturday's home 
clash with third-placed 
Middlesbrough. 

"We have to try to play with more 
confidence," he stated. "Generally, I 
believe we are a good group of 
footballers and we can still be a 
better team than what we actually 
are right now. 

"To make important things you 
need to win games in a row. If you 
win one game but after you lose 
three, then this is the wrong 
direction for us." 


■ CHELSEA from back page 

“We are playing well just now and I 
believe we can beat anyone in the 
league, so if we carry on the way we 
are and concentrate on our defensive 
work, we will be OK. 

“You can see the guys up front are 
enjoying their work and when they are 
like that, they create lots of chances.” 

Mikel has warm words for his 
midfield partner Cesc Fabregas, who 
was on top form against City. 

He said: “It’s fantastic to see Cesc 
play. What an intelligent player he is. 
We know he is not the quickest but, 
saying that, he is not slow either. The 
way he plays the ball, it’s just 
amazing to watch him. 


“In training, you think you are going 
to get the ball off him. But before you 
are there, he knows exactly what to 
do. So long as we can help him by 
doing the ‘dirty work’ and allow him 
to be on the ball, we have a good 
chance to create goals. He is a happy 
man again.” 

■ CHELSEA U18s continue the 
defence of their FA Youth Cup with 
a quarter-final match at Stamford 
Bridge on Friday against Reading 
(7.05pm kick-off). 

Tickets have to be purchased in 
advance from 

www.chelseafc.com/tickets or at the 
ground before 4.00pm on Friday. 
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Terry ready 
for Saints 



JOHN Obi Mikel on the ball against Manchester United's ex-Blues Juan Mata Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


J OHN Terry is back in full training 
and raring to play at Southampton 
in the Premier League on Saturday. 

Terry has missed the past two matches, a 2-1 defeat 
to Paris Saint-German in the Champions League and 
the thumping 5-1 hammering of Manchester City in 
the FA Cup at Stamford Bridge on Sunday, with a 
hamstring injury. 

But he told LWN Sport: “I’ll be back in full training 
on Tuesday.” 

Three days after travelling to Southampton, Blues 
will go on the road again when they visit Norwich City 
next Tuesday. But Terry will find it tough to oust the 
present centre-back pairing of Gary Cahill and 
Branislav Ivanovic. 

With Kurt Zouma’s season already ended by a 
cruciate ligament injury, 35-year-old Terry will be 
bending the ear of interim boss Guus Hiddink this 
week to reinstate him in the side that is rediscovering 
the form that made them champions last season. 

Chelsea will face Everton at Goodison Park in the 
sixth round of the FA Cup and defender Cesar 


# By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

Azpilicueta said: “We are a much better side than 
when we played them in the league in August. We lost 
that game 3-1 but now it’s the FA Cup. We know it 
won’t be easy but we are trying to maintain our 
improvement and go to Wembley.” 

Spanish international Azpilicueta was full of praise 
for team-mate Eden Hazard who appeared to be back 
to his best against Manchester City, scoring from a 
sensational free-kick that signalled the end to a moody 
period for the Belgian in SW6. 

Reshuffle 

“Eden is a great player,” he said. “We have a strong 
squad and obviously when we have him at his best, we 
have a much better chance to get better results.” 

The defender has moved across from left-back to the 
right-back spot due to a reshuffle forced on the side as 
a result of injures to centre-backs Terry and Zouma. 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


But Azpilicueta doesn’t 
care where he plays. 

“I’m just happy to play,” 
he said. “It's the position I 
played at the beginning of 
my career. I seem to have 
played as a left-back more 
recently. But I will play 
everywhere." 

One Chelsea player revelling in the arrival of “Guus doesn’t really get into people’s business. 
Hiddink following the sacking of Jose Mourinho is Players like that. When we get onto the training 
central midfielder John Obi Mikel. The Nigerian, 28, ground, the players know exactly what they need to 
scored his sixth goal of a 10-year Chelsea career do. That’s the same on game day. He does not stand 



against Paris Saint-Germain last Tuesday in the 
Champions League and is loving his football at the 
moment - and that is down to Hiddink. 

When asked why he didn’t score against Manchester 


up and speak much but we know exactly what to do.” 

Hiddink was interim manager before, in 2008-09, 
and Mikel believes there are parallels with that season. 
“Yeah, I think then we won the FA Cup and he 


City, he laughed: “Nah, I did not score against knows this club very well. He knows the owner very 


Manchester City. But we got, what . 
That’s enough. 


“Ever since Guus has come in, the atmosphere has Guus is doing. 


. four, five? well. He knows what the owner wants, which is for the 
players to perform in a relaxed way - and that is what 


changed. The players feel more relaxed. People know 
what their job is and the players get on with it. It is a 
way which allows the players to perform. 

“He gives them responsibility. But he expects you to 
thrive on that responsibility. He does it in a way that 
makes the players feel comfortable. 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Classy Cairney one to watch 


T OM Cairney is rapidly emerging as one 
of the best young prospects in 
England's second tier and if he 
maintains his current impressive form, 
Fulham will face a battle to keep him at 
Craven Cottage. 

Cultured Cairney, signed from Blackburn 
Rovers last summer in a reported £3m deal, is 
one of the best passers of the ball in the 
Championship and possesses a magical wand 
of a left foot. 

Now he has started to add goals to his 
undoubted all round quality. 

Fulham have done well to get him under 
contract until at least the summer of 2019. 

But if he can consistently reproduce his 
current form in the weeks and months ahead, 
bigger clubs than Fulham will inevitably be 
watching his progress with increasing interest. 

The 25-year-old followed his recent strike in 
the victory at Queens Park Rangers with a brace 
in Saturday's 3-0 home win against Charlton 
Athletic, as Whites extended their recent 
successful record in London derbies. 

Struggling Charlton, who made most of the 
running and created the more promising 


moments of the first half, were unfortunate to 
go behind to a rising Cairney strike that found 
the roof of the net from 12 yards via his weaker 
right foot. 

He admitted afterwards:"I didn't really know 
too much about it, especially as I hit it with my 
standing leg. But, yeah, it was a great feeling to 
hit the net today." 

Swashbuckling 

Defender Michael Madl celebrated his home 
debut by heading Fulham's second goal from 
just four yards out - where was the Charlton 
keeper? - following a Ross McCormack corner 
from the left, before Cairney completed the 
team's swashbuckling second half performance 
with a more customary left-foot volley from 20 
yards that dipped and nestled inside the far 
corner at the Hammersmith end. 

"As soon as it was in the air I knew what I was 
going to do, although most of the time it 
doesn't go in like it did today. As soon as I hit it I 
knew I had a chance," he added. 

"I always believe we will score goals. At one 
point we were the highest scorers in the league, 


and yet in the bottom half, which doesn't really 
make sense. I suppose everybody gets value for 
money when they come and watch us!" 

Cairney's second goal was Fulham's 50th in 32 
league games this season - an impressive tally 
matched only by second-placed Burnley. 
However, the stark difference is that Whites 
have conceded more than twice as many as the 
Clarets (53 compared to 26). 

For Austrian newcomer Madl, his goal and the 
result held extra significance. Speaking to the 
official website (www.fulhamfc.com), he said: 
"My parents and brother were watching me for 
the first time here, so it was a special moment 
for me. 

"It was a great feeling to play for the first time 
here at Craven Cottage. To score is a special 
feeling for me, because I'm not a goal-getter 
like Rossco (Ross McCormack) or Moussa 
(Dembele), so it was a great feeling. We're all 
very happy to take a win." 

How Fulham managed to keep their first clean 
sheet since mid-October owed more to luck 
than the quality of the home side's defending. 

■ Continued page 27 


So does Mikel want Hiddink to stay? 

“Obviously I want him to stay,” he said. “I mean, it’s 
the choice of the owner and the club but if you speak 
to the players, then 99 per cent want him to stay. We 
are very happy and performing well, so let’s hope he 
continues.” 

Hiddink has lost only two games over his two spells 
as manager of Chelsea. 

“It depends on Guus as well, if he wants to stay,” 
Mikel continued. 

“He has said a few times that he is here until the end 
of the season but you never know, he might change his 
mind. And if the club want to appoint him, then fair 
enough. But his record speaks volumes for his ability.” 

Back in 2009, the players were trying to get him to 
stay. Will the same happen this season? 

“Yeah, I remember, let’s hope he stays,” said Mikel. 
“I have never seen him get angry. I think that when he 
gets upset, he tries to clear the air straight away. 

“He speaks to whoever is involved and lets them 
know what went wrong. He lets you know that this 
football club is bigger than anyone. He sets the record 
straight and does not hold grudges. He treats us as 
professional footballers.” 

Revitalised 

Hiddink’s influence and impact upon the side is 
perhaps most evident in the revitalised form of Diego 
Costa. The Spain striker set Blues on their way to 
Sunday’s thrashing of youthful Man City with the 
opener in the 35th minute. Although Faupala levelled 
two minutes later, second-half goals by Willian, Cahill, 
Hazard and Bertrand Traore completed the rout. 

“It takes a lot to get Diego into a good mood,” Mikel 
added. 

Looking ahead to the FA Cup quarter-final at Everton 
(to be played across the weekend of March 11-14), 
Blues’ holding midfielder knows that it will be a tough 
game with a lot of spice thrown in. 

“I think it’s a tough game. It’s always tough playing 
Everton, especially up there. 

“I wouldn’t say there is bad blood between the two 
sides but it’s sometimes very, very physical. I would 
not say it crosses the line but it’s very difficult. 

■ Continued page 27 
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